For most of history most of the world has been piritsial
darkness. God chose the Jewish people, and partictiheir prophets
and their scriptures, to bring light to the worlstill this was only
moonlight and still only reaching a small part bétworld. Their last
prophet, John the Baptist, proclaimed the spiritsah, Jesus the
Messiah. Sunlight replaced moonlight. The kingddnn@aven was at
hand!

God poured out his spirit on the day of Penteddsthing like this
had ever happened before. Some people thought délgeoDthe Lord
and the Kingdom of God had come. But the time was$ yet.
Wonderful though this was, it did not last. Theteaeturned again to
darkness.

After many centuries of darkness the moon begashioe again.
The Bible was translated into the languages of peiand knowledge of
the truth began to spread through Europe and tioem there to the rest
of the world. But still it was only moonlight.

Now at last the sun is beginning to shine. The Dfathe Lord has
come and the Kingdom of God is at hand! Isaiah sgmophetically:
“Behold, darkness will cover the earth, and thiekkihess the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you, and his gloryMaié seen upon you.
And nations shall come to your light, and kingshe brightness of your
rising” (Is 60:2,3).

As the world grows darker the light of God's peomkines
brighter. Eventually the light will overcome the rkaess and the
kingdom of God will fully come.

This and other writings available from

www.GrowthinGod.org.uk

or

www.growthingod.org.uk/sun-darkness-moon-blood.htm
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The Sun will be
Turned to

Darkness
and the
M oon to Blood



Bible quotations are taken from the NIV or retrated.

This and other writings available from

www. GrowthIinGod.org.uk

Before his death Jesus promised his disciples h#dmome again
and receive them to himseid he keep his promise to them? No, if
you think he meant a physical coming. Yes, if yalidve he came
spiritually on the day of Pentecost.

At that time He came at the Festival of Pentechistw He is
coming at the Festival of Tabernacles (Bestivals of Isragl Then it
was the start of the Church Age. Now it is the beijig of the
Kingdom Age.

Jesus foretold this time with the word3hen the righteous will
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Fath@fatt 13:43).

Peter wroteWe have also a more sure prophetic word; to which
you do well to pay attention, as to a light thaiheh in a dark place,
until the day dawn, and the morning star arisegour hearts”(2 Pet
1:19). The morning star is arising in our hearfshg morning star is
actually the planet Venus, the brightest of theaxgila and much brighter
than any star. When Venus appears in the east ow Kmat sunrise is
near.)

Paul, using different language, sdidconsider that the sufferings
of this present time are not worth comparing wité gjlory that is going
to be revealed to us. For the creation eagerlyswaiith anticipation for
God'’s sons to be reveale(Rom 8:18, 19).

| believe that around the world we are seeing thange from
moonlight to sunlight. The cold and lifeless ligiftthe moon is being
replaced by the warm life-giving light of the sun.

Conclusion

“In the beginning God created the heavens and &inth.e... God
said, ‘Let there be lights in the expanse of thavkes to separate the
day from the night, and let them be figns, and for seasons, and for
days and years’ ... And God made the two greatdjghe greater light
to govern the day, and the lesser light to govkeennight”(Gen 1:1, 14,
16).

God created the sun and the moon for signs. Theyiqe the earth
with two kinds of natural light; but they are signg two kinds of
spiritual light.



Signsof the Day of theLord

So Joel's prophecy has had its second fulfilmémd:dun has again
turned to darkness and the moon again ceased te.shhe great
apostasy of which Paul spoke has undoubtedly happefre there
other signs that the Day of the Lord has now coirieglieve there are
many. Here are just a few:

* Bible chronology shows we have reached the endd#y® of
1000 years each from Adam. ThHeday is the Day of the Lord
(seeBible Chronology.

» After 2500 years of Gentile rule Israel has agaodme a free
country and the national home of the Jewish people.

* Two great wars of unprecedented horror and bloatistae
involved all the major nations of the world.

* Inthe 14 years following 9/11, more Muslims (betwe& and 7
million) left Islam and turned to Jesus than inthé previous
14 centuries.

* Since the 1970s between 50 and 200 million peapl€hina
have turned to Jesus. Latin America, Africa anceotAsian
countries also have huge numbers of new believers.

* We live in a new world. In the last 100 years, caeyoplanes,
telephones, television, computers and the intenage totally
changed the face of our planet.

| believe that the Day of the Lord has come!

The Fulfilment

What happens during the Day of the Lord? Many ntbirggs than
I can write about in this short article! Here | linly continue my
theme of the sun and the moon.

Is the sun Jesus? Is he about to return? Will timeagain shine in
all its glory?

Many people believe Jesus is going to return sbagree; but |
believe he is coming now as he did on the day otd®®st; not coming
again in a physical body as his disciples expediatdcoming in spirit
and in power in his people (s€eming of the Lorjl

I ntroduction

Recently (in September 2015) a tetrad or sequeficé lolood
moons attracted much attention both among Christéand in the wider
news media. Amazingly all of these blood moons delimajor Jewish
festivals — either Pesach (Passover) or Succotlbeffiacles). As
always, a few people thought it might mean the ehdhe world,
perhaps by collision with an asteroid. Others etqmbthe rapture to
take place and yet others thought there might bethan major
economic crash. Even NASA felt it necessary todsaistatement that
“Nasa knows of no asteroid or comet currently ono#ision course
with Earth, so the probability of a major collisisnquite small.”

What is a blood moon? Most people have no idea!praophet Joel
first uttered the words;The sun will be turned to darkness and the
moon to blood(Joel 2:31), and Peter quoted his words severailices
later on the day of Pentecost.

Should we try to understand these words literalipild God turn
the moon to blood? Would God turn the moon to bfod

Surprisingly, these words describe events that érajspveral times
every year. The sun is turned to darkness whee fbex total eclipse of
the sun. The moon turns red and is known as a biomsh when there
is an eclipse of the moon. Why do we not see teebpses more often?
Well, let’s look at what happens in each case.

Eclipses
Eclipses of the Sun

An eclipse of the sun occurs when the moon getstlgxbetween
the sun and the earth. The moon’s shadow passessatre surface of
the earth. This makes the sun go dark, but only the small band on
the earth’s surface that lies directly in the meoshadow. This band is
approximately 100 miles wide. This means that,aitih solar eclipses
can occur 2 or 3 times every year, they are ordipld from about 0.5%
of the earth’s surface. Consequently, at any gplece, though partial



eclipses may occur every few years, a total eclipidleprobably only
occur once in a lifetime. A total solar eclipse tast up to 72 minutes.

Eclipses of the Moon

An eclipse of the moon takes place when the earthinectly
between the sun and the moon. The earth’'s shadesepaover the
moon. As the earth is much bigger than the modotah eclipse can last
for up to 107 minutes. The sun’s rays are refraagethey pass through
the earth’s atmosphere and the red light, whidtefected the furthest,
hits the moon. This is the same effect that canenhk sky go red at
sunrise or sunset Hence the moon takes on a redrcahd is known as
a blood moon. Eclipses of the moon are visible feomywhere in the
world where it is night, i.e. from half the worlHowever we generally
fail to see them, either because we are asleemdmois when they
happen, or because the moon is covered in cloudsail_eclipses can
only occur at full moon. Both Pesach (Passover) &utcoth
(Tabernacles) are also always at full moon; soadlgtit is not such a
great coincidence when a lunar eclipse occurs thereof these Jewish
festivals.

What Happened at Pentecost

Nothing dramatic happened in September 2015 afirla¢ blood
moon of the tetrad. The world did not come to ath@md no one | know
was raptured. But when Peter quoted Joel's wordheatfestival of
Pentecost in June 33 AD, it was a very differentryst One of the
Bible’s most dramatic events shook Jerusalem asdepercussions
continue till this day.

Fifty days after the death of Jesus, his followead assembled in a
house to pray. Suddenly the sound of a powerfublviilted the house
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Thigoup of 120 men and
women, who had been too frightened to appear outoofs after the
public execution of their leader, began to praised Gwith an
extraordinary boldness in the many different lamgsaof the pilgrims
who had come to Jerusalem for the festival of Reaste What ever had
happened to these simple Galileans? A large crowckly gathered
and many came to the conclusion that they werekdrun

Has that sun continued to shine without ceasing ftbat day to
this? No! Almost the total opposite! After the firspostles departed
from the earth, and even in New Testament timesidd began to cover
the sun. In subsequent centuries the darknessaseuletill light had
almost entirely vanished from the earth. Once afjansun was turned
to darkness.

Has the moon shone?
Has the moon shone through the last 2000 years?

In Psalm 89:37, the moon is described“asfaithful witness in
heaven”.In John chapter 5 Jesus spoke about 3 thingbtnatwitness
to him:

e “You have sent to John, and he has borne witnetizettruth”
(5:33).

* “The works which the Father has given me to acc@hpthe
very works that | do, bear witness of n{&36).

* “You search the Scriptures, because you thinkitht#item you
have eternal life; and it is these that bear wiregfane”(5:39).

John the Baptist, the miraculous works that Jeglisadd the Holy
Scriptures were all like the moon, witnesses thainted beyond
themselves to Jesus the sun. For many centuriesf &lese stopped
giving their light. Prophetic voices like John bemasilent. Miraculous
signs and wonders almost entirely ceased. For as#mal years the
Scriptures lay languishing in Latin, incomprehefesibo all but the
clergy and barely translated even into Europeaguages. The church,
instead of shining as the moon and bearing witrtesdesus, often
silenced or put to death the few witnesses thaedaiheir voices for the
truth. Past historians have even called this timdiark Ages.

Since the Reformation the moon has again begun htoes
Sometimes it has been a full moon, sometimes a maldbn and
sometimes just a thin crescent moon; but at leaisthe total darkness
of what went before. Prophetic voices have agaenlgoclaiming the
truth. Miraculous signs and wonders are again otwuworldwide; and
the full Scriptures have been translated into miwan 500 of the
world’'s languages. After a long period of darkn#ss moon has again
been shining.



Has that great day now come? Few people would dbabtPaul’s
“apostasy” has come. Have there been further sigiise sun and the
moon? Have they continued to shine from the daesftecost till now?
Or has the sun again turned to darkness? And kasdbn again turned
to blood?

Has the sun continued to shine?

We must ask now whether the first followers of $estere the
moon like John the Baptist or the sun like Jesosélf.

Jesus made this amazing statement about hirisetfi the light of
the world!” (John 8:12). And what did he say about his disepléEach
of you is going to be a little candle to spread gyt wherever you
go!” No! Far from it. He said exactly the same aflis disciples as he
said about himselfiYou are the light of the world!{Matt 5:14).

Jesus never put his disciples below himself. Agaid again his
words will show this is true.

e Go to my brothers (and sisters) and say to themam
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my Guabyaur
God” (John 20:17).

* “As the Father has sent Me, | also send y@ohn 20:21).

 He who overcomes, | will grant to him to sit dowithwMe on
My throne, as | also overcame and sat down withRdther on
His throne (Rev 3:21).

*  “Anyone who believes in Me will also do the worket | do.
And he will do even greater works than these, b&eduam
going to the Father(dohn 14:12).

* Anyone who listens to you listens to Me. Anyone whjects
you rejects MdgLuke 10:16).

Jesus had an extraordinary confidence in his fatsyor rather in
what the Holy Spirit would do in them. If he wa® tight of the world,
so also were they the light of the world. If he Was sun, so also were
they the sun.

Did Peter, Paul and John and others in New Testatmeas fulfil
the high expectations of their master? Were theyight of the world?
Did they shine as the sun? | believe they did.

Peter stood up to give some explanation, and leedpincluded
the following words (familiar to many of his heakfrom the prophet
Joel.

This is what was spoken of through the prophet:Jéeld in the
last days it will be, God declares, that | will paaut my Spirit on all
flesh, and your sons and your daughters will prephand your young
men will see visions, and your old men will drearaains; even on my
male servants and female servants in those daydl peur out my
Spirit, and they will prophesy. And | will show wders in the heavens
above and signs on the earth below, blood, and &nel vapour of
smoke;the sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood,
before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.
And it will come to pass that everyone who callstbe name of the
Lord will be saved'(Acts 2:16-21 quoting Joel 2:28-32).

These words of Joel were an extraordinary prophétyancient
times the Holy Spirit only came on great natioreslders like Moses,
David and Elijah and other prophets. Joel spoke afay when very
ordinary people would be filled with the Holy Spir¥oung men and
even young women would prophesy, and God would patihis spirit
even on male and female slaves. Such things weneand of. Girls
prophesying? Slaves receiving the Holy Spirit? Wasl out of his
mind?

Six centuries passed with no fulfilment of Joeltsghecy until at
last the momentous day of Pentecost arrived.

In Joel's prophecy we find the wordshe sun will be turned to
darkness and the moon to blood”.

This leads us to a simple question. What possiblevance did
these signs have to the day of Pentecost? Unlikesdvar and
Tabernacles, neither a lunar eclipse nor a solgrseccan ever occur at
Pentecost because Pentecost always occurs off they6of the Jewish
month when the moon is crescent.

Furthermore how can events that happen 2 or 3 tavery year be
signs? Rare events that happen just once or thikeea world war or
the Jews returning to Israel, can clearly be sigm¢he first century (as
in every other century) there were about 250 safat lunar eclipses.



How could Peter select two eclipses out of all ¢hasd say they were
signs?

What possible meaning then had Peter and Joel'slstdre sun
will be turned to darkness and the moon to bl@We need to look
deeper - or rather higher.

The Sun will be Turned to Darkness

In natural terms the sun is the light of the woildis infinitely
brighter than any light generated on earth. Eveugh it is 90 million
miles away it is still too bright for us to look #@tfor more than an
instant. No other light in this world remotely coanps with it. All other
light is directly or indirectly derived from it.

Jesus said;l am the light of the world”When Peter, James and
John were with him on the mount of transfiguratiea read that,He
was transformed in front of them, and His face ghldee the sun'{(Matt
17:2). When John saw Jesus on the island of Patmakescribed him
with the words;'his face was like the sun shining in full strerig(Rev
1:16). Malachi wrote:'But for you who fear My name, the sun of
righteousness will rise with healing in its wind#al 4:2).

Jesus is the real sun, the real light of the wdPketer quoted the
words of Joel, The sun will be turned to darknes€ould these words
refer to the real sun, Jesus, rather than to thealasun that we see in
the sky? Was Jesus evarrned to darknes®’ Yes! That is exactly what
happened when he hung upon the cross. The telistden of our sin
came between him and God his Father, and his ligig turned to
darkness. Matthew, Mark and Luke all recofdlrom the sixth hour
darkness fell upon all the land until the ninth Ho(Matt 27:45). Jesus,
the real sun, was turned to darkness!

The Moon will be Turned to Blood

What about‘the moon will be turned to bloo®’If the sun was
Jesus, what was the moon? The moon has no lighs$ @iwn. It just
reflects the light of the sun. Comparatively itvery inferior light. In
daytime it's hardly visible because of the far geedrightness of the
sun. At night it's certainly enough to see where'y® going when it's
visible, but not enough to distinguish colours. Mwf the time it's not
even visible. Unlike the sun it cannot give life.

Who or what corresponds to the moon? What about lbk
Baptist? If Jesus was the sun, was John the moan?e@d in John 1:
“In it (the Word — Jesus) was life, and the lifesnte light of men.
There came a man, sent from God, whose name was Hehcame for
a witness, to bear witness of the light, that ailgim believe through
him. He was not the light, but he came to bear egisnof the light'{vv
4,6,7 &8).

The moon bears witness to the sun, just as Johm ithess to
Jesus.

When John compares himself to Jesus, he Sags) not worthy to
untie the strap of his sandaNVhen Jesus speaks of John he says||
you, among those born of women no one is greager flohn, but the
least in the kingdom of God is greater than (laike 7:28). John had a
unique and special ministry, but his whole purpeses to point to
Jesus. His wordsBehold the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of
the world” (John 1:29), summarise his whole mission. Histieahip
to Jesus is well illustrated by the moon and the $uhen his mission
was accomplished he was thrown into prison by Heand then
executed. The moon was turned to blood!

So Joel's prophecy went far beyond his own undedstg and
probably beyond Peter’'s. No outpouring of the HS8jirit could take
place before the sun was turned to darkness anmidbe to blood. First
John the Baptist must complete his testimony arghde Then Jesus
must die and rise from the dead and return toditsef before the Holy
Spirit could come.

The Day of theLord

We must look now at another aspect of Joel's proph& he sun
will be turned to darkness and the moon to bloedpiethe day of the
Lord comes”.

So when is the day of the Lord? Did it come themtle day of
Pentecost? Most people would say no. In fact Haud letter to the
Thessalonians, very specifically rejects that idézon't let anyone
deceive you in any way. For that day will not conmbess the apostasy
comes first and the man of lawlessness is revedleel, son of
destruction’(see2 Thess 2:2-8



