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Jesus also made another sacrifice that was pleasigpd. We
read in Hebrews 5: 7During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he oftere
up prayers and petitions with loud cries and teaktis life was a
continual offering of prayer and praise to His EathThis is the real
meaning of the incense that Aaron offered to Godehse is only a
shadow. The reality is prayer and praise.

We who follow in the steps of our master cannogotfur lives as
sacrifices for sin. For one reason we are not epsths Jesus was; and
for a second reason the sacrifice of Jesus waffieiesut sacrifice for all
people and for all time, and needs never to beategde However we can
and must obey Paul's words to the Romdfi$ierefore, | urge you,
brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your Il as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is yopiritual act of
worship.” We can also offer to God the sweet incense of prape
praise.

If we present ourselves to God as living sacrifiGasd offer him
continually our prayer and praise, we too can besfs in the order of
Melchizedek.

This and other writings available from:

Robert Beecham
Linden Cottage
The Burgage
Prestbury
Cheltenham
GL52 3DJ

or from website
www.GrowthinGod.org.uk
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Bible quotations are taken from the NIV or retraned

Holy Spirit. This was the power through which Jegpesformed his
priestly ministry. In everything he did he was ledthe Holy Spirit.

This was the way for Jesus the Chief Priest, anmsltite same for
the priests that follow him. After his resurrectidesus came to his
disciples and saidPeace be with you. Just as the Father has senit me,
also send you.And after he said this, he breathed on them ard sai
“Receive the Holy Spirit(John 20: 21.) Shortly after this, on the day of
Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came on the disciplegrigat power. They
were totally transformed and became equipped ®mimistry to which
they were called.

Earthly priesthoods, whether Levitical or so-cal@dristian, have
failed in every imaginable way because they havly evorked by
human strength. The Melchizedek priesthood succeedsuse it works
by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Priestly Sacrifices

In all religions priests claim and aim to be mealiatbetween God
and man. Levitical priests were responsible fondirig offerings and
sacrifices to God on behalf of the people. The babkLeviticus
describes the various offerings in detail. Theyedfl both animal
sacrifices and incense to God.

Roman Catholic priests also claim to bring offesiig God. They
claim that every time they perform the mass thdgraip the body and
blood of Christ. Priests in other religions alsdangr offerings and
sacrifices on behalf of the people. What then d&lLg offer?

In Hebrews 7: 27 we reddUnlike the other high priests, he does
not need to offer sacrifices day after day, fimstliis own sins, and then
for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for trstirs once for all when
he offerechimself.”

When John the Baptist first saw Jesus, he uttehed words
“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sinhaf world!”

John had a deep and wonderful revelation that Jesss the
fulfilment of all the sacrifices of the Old TestamieThose sacrifices
were in themselves of no value. They were only stadof the one true
sacrifice that Jesus made when he offered himseliet on the cross.



myrrh, aloes, and cassia. From the luxurious palaoenes the music of
stringed instruments that makes you happy.”

In Revelation 1: 13 John sawn the midst of the lampstands was
one like a son of man. He was dressed in a rolendixtg down to his
feet and he wore a wide golden belt around histches

Though to human eyes it was said of Jesus‘thathas no stately
form or majesty that we should look upon Him, nppe@arance that we
should be attracted to Him(lsa 53: 2), his spiritual clothing was
glorious beyond all our imagination.

If Jesus, the chief priest, wore such clothes, wdwmthis fellow
priests wear? Again their priestly garments are visible to human
sight.

Psalm 132 verse 9 gives us the answeet your priests be
clothed with righteousness; and let your saintsushior joy”. Visible
white robes look good and clean to human eyestHauinward white
robes of righteousness are what please God andfyqualto be true
priests. We can never by our own efforts reach &adandards of
righteousness. Isaiah rightly wrotedl our righteousnesses are as filthy
rags”. But we can be righteous through Jesus. When AdadnEve
discovered that they were naked, they sewed figeletogether to cover
themselves. But later we read thahe Lord God made garments of
skin for Adam and his wife and clothed thenitiese garments of skin
are a picture of the Lamb that was slain to covgrmakedness with his
righteousness. Paul told the Romanspot on the Lord Jesus Christ”
(Rom 13: 14), and that is the only way we can litally clothed to
serve as priests in the order of Melchizedek.

Anointing with Oil

After he had dressed Aaron and his sons in theiciap priestly
clothes, God told Moses to anoint Aaron with dilou are to take the
anointing oil and pour it on his head and anoint’h{Exod 29: 7).

When John baptised Jesus he did not then anointwitm oil.
Instead“the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of Gededheling
like a dove and coming on him(Mat 3: 16). And God proclaimed:
“This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well-pleasgMat 3: 17). Oil
is of no value in itself. Its value lies in whatdgmbolises which is the
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Who was M elchizedek?

Melchizedek is not one of the top twenty well-knograracters of
the Old Testament! We find his name mentioned fwite. We have
this brief narrative in Genesis chapter 14: 18/8d Melchizedek king
of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he wasestpof God Most
High. And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be boh God Most
High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and bless&bbteViost High,
who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” Avledgave him a
tenth of all. We then find a further enigmatic reference to hnfPsalm
110 verse 4The Lord has sworn and will not change his mindodY
are a priest for ever, in the order of Melchizetiek.

On the strength of this brief material you wouldt rexpect
Melchizedek to find his way into the New Testamémitt you would be
wrong! There is far more about him in the New Te®tat than in the
Old! The author of the letter to the Hebrews hgabeverful revelation
on the subject.

How could Jesusbe High Priest?

This unknown author wrote this letter for the pupaf explaining
who Jesus was, and what he had accomplished blféyisieath and
resurrection. In chapter 1 he compared Jesus tartgels, and showed
him to be superior; in chapter 3 he compared JesMoses; in chapter
4 to Joshua, and then in chapter 5 to Aaron. Ih ease Jesus was
greater. After this the author came to a probleher& were two great
offices in ancient Israel: the office of king artoffice of high priest.
The king always came from the tribe of Judah aedilgh priest always
came from the tribe of Levi. Jesus came from titeetof Judah, and
was descended from King David, and this qualifiéch o be king.
Obviously he could not also come from the tribé_e¥i. How could he
then qualify to be high priest?

This author may well have lain awake at night tgyto solve this
problem. He had grown up with the knowledge thdy d&revites could
be priests, and he knew that Jesus was not a L&Vt God gave him
the revelation. He remembered the words of Psalth The Lord has
sworn and will not change his mind: “You are a stifor ever, in the



order of Melchizedek.This was another priesthood! Could Jesus be a
priest of this Melchizedek priesthood?

What was this other priesthood? And who was thischeedek?
Levitical priests were everywhere. Everyone knewudthem - just like
Roman Catholic priests today in some countries ayba the Brahmin
priests in India! But why were there no Melchizegeiests? Or were
there?

The answers to his questions were in Genesis ahégtelet’'s
look at it again. We read that Abraham met Melatddewhen he was
returning from a battle in which he rescued Ldtd Melchizedek king
of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he wasestpof God Most
High. And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be boh God Most
High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and bless&bbdeVost High,
who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” Avledgave him a
tenth of all.

This author saw firstly that Melchizedek was a girigf God Most
High or El Elyon as he is in Hebrew. He also saat telchizedek was
superior to Levi, because Abraham was an ancestoLewi and
Abraham gave tithes to Melchizedek. In Heb 7: 4€7r@ad:Just think
how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham gaweahtenth of the
plunder! Now the law requires the descendants ofi keho become
priests to collect a tenth from the people—thathsgjr brothers—even
though their brothers are descended from Abrahdns Man, however,
did not trace his descent from Levi, yet he coddcta tenth from
Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. Atibwt doubt the
lesser person is blessed by the grea8o clearly the Melchizedek
priesthood was superior to the Levitical priesthood

The problem was solved! Jesus has become a“higst forever
according to the order of Melchizedelieb 6: 20)!

More Priests

Jesus is the high priest in the order of Melchikedwit is he the
only priest? Clearly not! You cannot have a higiegirunless there are
lower priests as well. The Greek word translatedhhpriest is
apxlepeug (arch-iereus). The Greek woogpxn (arche) actually means
beginning. The words archangel and archbishop are derivad ft. So
apxlepeug literally meansfirst priest or perhapshief priest. Clearly
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reality of course this act had no value in its@¥fater, whether used in
baptism or in any other way, can only make the boldan, but can
never change the heart. Its only value lay in whegpresented. It was
only the earthly shadow of a heavenly reality.

In Matt 3: 13 we read thadfiesus came from Galilee to John to be
baptized by him in the Jordan RiverUnderstandably, John was
reluctant to baptise Jesus. He rightly felt unwspriin verse 14 we read
‘But John tried to prevent him, saying, “I need & Haptized by you,
and yet you come to me?” So Jesus replied to Hist,it happen now,
for it is right for us to fulfil all righteousnes$s.Jesus knew that this
ceremony must take place to fulfil the law, eveoutsh he himself had
no need of washing. God chose John for this ocodsézause he was
the son of a priest and a Levite.

The priests that follow Jesus must walk in the sgathway.
Firstly and fundamentally they must be washed frbmir sins. No
outward cleanness can replace this. Jesus saidtén: RJnless | wash
you, you have no part with m¢John 13: 8). John in Revelation saw a
vision of those who hatlvashed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb!'(Rev 7: 14).

Priestly Garments

After he had washed Aaron and his sons God toldel§los“take
the garments and clothe AarofEx 29:5). These garments are described
in great detail in the previous chapter (28). Liegitpriests, like Roman
Catholic priests, wore special clothes. God comredndoses, Make
holy garments for Aaron your brother for dignitydafor honour” (Ex
28: 2). The whole of the remainder of that chaptescribes those
clothes. Did Melchizedek also wear special clothEls® Bible gives us
no information. What about Jesus? Did he wear spetbthes? The
answer is yes; but they were not visible earthbthes. No doubt his
earthly clothes were much the same as those ofnengise of his time.
His special clothes were heavenly and invisibleuman eyes.

In Psalm 45: 6-8 we read this wonderful descriptbrdesus and
his clothing:“Your throne, O God, is permanent. The sceptre afry
kingdom is a sceptre of justice. You love justicel dnate evil. For this
reason God, your God has anointed you with theobjby, elevating
you above your companions. All your garments arefupged with
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the prince of peace. He was perfectly without $id he came to fulfil
the priestly function of making peace between mawl &od. In

Hebrews 7: 16 we read that JeShas become a priest not by a legal

regulation about physical descent but by the pafean indestructible
life.”

I must briefly mention here that the Mormons claionhave a
“Melchizedek” priesthood. However it is not the Meilzedek
priesthood described in the Bible. Unlike the Ron@atholics, the
Mormons use titles and terminology that are takemfthe Scriptures.
However they are much closer in spirit to Romarh@litism than they
are to the true Melchizedek priesthood. They arether man-made
system full of pomp and high-sounding titles, botphatically not the
priesthood of which Jesus was the first chief pries

Consecration of Priests

In chapter 29 of Exodus we read about the consenrat Aaron
and his sons as priests. This was a very speaialsam.

The ceremony was made up of four parts:
* Washing with water
e Putting on the priestly garments
e Anointing with oil
»  Offering of sacrifices
We will see that this ceremony had no value inlfitdewas only

an earthly shadow of a heavenly reality. God hadething far greater
yet to be revealed when the time came.

We will now consider each of these and see how #reyfulfilled
firstly in Jesus the Chief Priest of the new ora@ard then in the priests
who follow him.

Washing with Water

In Exodus 29: 4 God gave Moses the instructiofou are to
present Aaron and his sons at the entrance ofetiteof meeting. You
are to wash them with water”.

The first necessity for these priests was that tmet be clean.
Before they could put on their priestly garmentsytimust be washed. In
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you cannot have a first or chief priest unless ywave further

subordinate priests. Added to this it would notaseorder of priests
unless there were more priests to follow. The obwimnplication is that
Jesus was not the one and only priest of the Medcleik order. Rather
he was the first and chief priest of a new ordepradsts.

Who are these further priests? The writer to thérkeles only
writes about Jesus, the chief priest of the Mekethék order; but Peter
had a further revelation on the subje@ut you are a chosen race, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of himmpwso that you may
proclaim the virtues of the one who called you olutlarkness into his
marvellous light”’(1 Pet 2: 9). God has called us also to be priasts
not only that, but like Melchizedek and like Jesu$e royal priests as
well.

Differencesin the New Priesthood

What then were the essential differences betweesethtwo
Biblical orders of priesthood? And, we may ask, how other
priesthoods such as Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Aagliand the Hindu
Brahmin priesthoods compare with them?

We will now look at different aspects of these pitmods.

A Heavenly Priesthood

One fundamental difference between the Melchizguédsthood
and the Levitical priesthood underlies all the otdéferences. The
Melchizedek priesthood is a heavenly priesthoode Tlevitical
priesthood, like all other priesthoods, was an hiartpriesthood.
Hebrews chapter 8 makes this contrast: in versasdl?2 we read that
Jesus'sat down at the right hand of the throne of thgadty in heaven,
and serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernatlepsby the Lord, not
by man.” In verse 5 we read that the Levitical priesterve at a
sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what iavén’ A shadow is
a perfect copy of its original. It has exactly gsme shape, but it totally
lacks any substance or reality. It is like a phoapd. It shows you
exactly what its original looks like, but of couriés lifeless and cannot
perform any real function or action.



God instructed Moses to ordain the Levitical phestd to
demonstrate the meaning of being a priest. God ridddoe temporary
in nature and he never intended it to last for elterpurpose was to
show the meaning of priesthood. It was a part efdld covenant, which
God made with the people of Israel who were hithachosen people.

Salection of Priests

How were the Levitical priests chosen?

The Levitical priesthood, like the Hindu Brahmingsathood, was
restricted to one particular tribe or caste and passed from father to
son. Only members of the tribe of Levi could beegts. The first
Levitical priest was Aaron. God instructed Mosesafipoint him as
High Priest. We find the first mention of this ix@tus 28: 3:Tell all
the skilled men to whom | have given wisdom in soddtters that they
are to make garments for Aaron, for his conseanatim that he may
serve me as priestThe priesthood then passed on to Aaron’s sons and
their descendents. The Brahmin priesthood in Inglipassed on in a
similar way.

This system has an obvious weakness. The first figist, Aaron,
was a faithful and righteous man. No doubt, manyitee priests
followed Aaron’s example in being good and righteauen. Sadly
others did not. Even the first generation of subset] priests, his own
sons Nadab and Abihu died when they offered “sedirg” before the
Lord (Lev 10: 1). Good fathers do not always haeedysons. Much
worse was to follow. Caiaphas was chief priesthie time of Jesus. It
was he who advised the Jews that Jesus must dibaamted him over
to Pilate for trial and execution. However it coulk said that
unknowingly he was acting as chief priest and affgup the Lamb of
God!

The monarchy had similar problems. Kind David, finst of his
dynasty, is perhaps the most famous king in histde/was beloved of
the Lord. His son and heir Solomon was also goad; dubsequent
generations were not. Finally the wickedness of H&scendent
Manasseh brought God’s judgment on the Jewish pedple kingdom
of Judah came to an end, and the Jews went intivitgjin Babylon.

No system based on human heredity is adequatddokihgdom
of God! Only divine heredity can bring about hiadgdom.

The Roman Catholic priesthood has similarities. yThegether
with the Orthodox and Anglican churches make mutkhe fact that
they have apostolic succession. In other wordeffiee of pope and the
priesthood, they claim, have been handed down fr@an to man with
unbroken succession from the apostle Peter whoovigisially ordained
by Jesus. All subsequent high priests and ordipegsts are only valid
if they can trace their ordination through previbishops to Peter.

This system has had even worse problems! Petereliimsas
chosen and appointed an apostle by Jesus himgklived a wonderful
life of service to God. But that is far from trué the popes and
cardinals of the Roman Catholic church who clairtied they were his
successors. Throughout history popes have comngitedy imaginable
sin. And it is all too obvious from the news of eat years that many
present day Roman Catholic priests have been btlter. They have
proved by their immorality they are not ordainedagd. Without doubt
many individual Roman Catholic priests have beeghtdous and
sincere men, and caring pastors of their flocksthis is in spite of, not
because of, the system to which they belong.

The Melchizedek priesthood has none of these pnublét is also
a hereditary priesthood, passed from Father to Bainin this case the
father is God, and the first son is Jesus! Andad Points out Jesus is
“the first of many brethren”.

Melchizedek himself, unlike many people in the Qldstament,
had no genealogy. He had no recorded earthly fathevother. He had
no recorded birth or death. In Hebrews 7: 3 theewntdescribes him as
“Without father or mother, without genealogy, witliobeginning of
days or end of life, like the Son of God he remainmiest for ever’ln
other words in two ways he is a type or picturddesus. Firstly he did
not inherit the priesthood from his father, astthie Levitical priests, but
received it directly from God. Secondly, his priexid lasts for ever.

Melchizedek also shows us the qualifications foe flob. In
Hebrews 7: 2 we read about Melchizedékis name first means king
of righteousness, then king of Salem, that is, kihgeace.(In Hebrew
Melech means king and tsedek means righteous.) ‘& tbese
qualifications perfectly in Jesus. He was the kifigighteousness and
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