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2 Thessalonians 2; 1-10

1. We request you, brethren, for the sake of the comigdpce
of the Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him,

2. That you may not be quickly shaken from your composutejor
disturbed either by a spirit or a message (logos) otter ks if from ug
that the day of the Lord has come.

3. Let no one deceive you in any way; for it will notmm unless
the apostasy (falling away) comes first, and the mfalawlessness Is
revealed, the son of destruction,

4. Who opposes and exalts himself above everythingghzlled
God or worshipped, so that he takes his seat in the ¢eofplGod,
displaying himself as being God.
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5. Do you not remember that while | was still with yosald thes
things to you?

6. And now you know what restrains him, so that in higtira may
be revealed.

7. For the mystery of lawlessness is already workiamdy he whd
restrains will do so until he becomes out of the m(litsral translation).

8. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whoenlibrd Jesu
will destroy with the breath (spirit) of his mouth arnhly to an end by
the appearance of his coming (presence);
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9. whose presence (coming) is according to the workingatar
with all power and signs (miracles) and false wonders,

10. and with all the deception of wickedness for those atfep
perishing, because they did not receive the love ofrtite 0 as to be
saved.

L ove of the Truth

In our last verse we find the reason people are deceiViedy did not
receive the love of the truth and so be savertltith is far more than
accuracy of factual information or doctrine. Truth ialitg; things spiritual
and natural as they really are. We must be willing the truth about
ourselves, our families, our friends, our spiritual leadand everything that
touches our lives. Sometimes the truth will hurt us; sones it will delight
us. It will always set us free.

Today we face a flood of deception. False ideas, falsenmation and
false impressions are thrown at us with all the pavfenodern technology.
False teaching is easier to propagate and there are peamle with
inclination to receive it than ever before. The fiklsapon in Paul's armoury
was to have théloins girt with truth”. More than ever we need that now.
Jesus himself is the truth. The central message détidy is, “Look to Him;
Come to Him; Assemble in Him; Follow Him.”

May He be truly in our midst.



set free from the powers of evil. Others have opehethselves to the
enemy’s control by their desire for position and influer8enon, in Acts
chapter 8 had both believed and been baptised. Yet Patdodam,“For |
see that you are full of bitterness and captive to defore believing in
Jesus, Simon had been heavily involved in the occultckaaly was not yet
free from it.

We find a parallel passage of Scripture in Revelativapter 13. The
first beast in that chapter may well refer to the Ror@atholic church. The
second beast is a closer counterfeit of the truéhhébs two horns like a lamb
(v11). He performs great signs (v13). He deceives thdse dwell on the
earth because of the signs he is given power to perfatd).(If we learn to
recognise deception now, we will not be deceived so eakign it grows to
its ultimate. If we blindly follow sighs and wonders wal fall an easy prey
to the deceiver.

Destruction of the Man of L awlessness

In verse 8 we read of the end of the antichrist. Tow lwill slay him
with the breath of his mouth. What does this sentengdyimRevelation
chapter 19 describes the same evéntaw heaven opened; and behold, a
white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithfidl &rue; ... and his name
is called the Word of God. And the armies that arehéaven ... were
following Him ... and from His mouth comes a sharp swordnd the beast
was seized and with him the false prophet who perforthedsigns in his
presence ... and the rest were killed with the swortdcirae from the mouth
of Him who sat on the horse.”

We should not imagine some star wars conflict betwgmd and evil.
Jesus will be accompanied by heavenly armies. His weapdescribed by
Paul as the breath of his mouth, and by John as a stargl in his mouth.
Breath and spirit are the same word both in Greek (Pneamthjn Hebrew
(ruach). The sword of the spirit is the word of Gdtus it is the word of
God, spoken in the power of the Holy Spirit that will degthe evil one.

Are these armies angelic or human? | can’t saydotam. Maybe they
are both, but at least | believe they include humabsli¢ve they are those
whom he has breathed on and filled with his Spirit;¢h@bo have his word
upon their lips; those whom he has raised to sit withihilmeavenly places.
| believe God is preparing these people now for the gteaing drama of
this age.

I ntroduction

This writing is a study of part of the second chapter of'®a&econd
letter to the Thessalonians quoted opposite. In it Paittsvprophetically
about theman of lawlessness who will one day be revealed.

Students of prophecy have identified the man of lawlesswéh the
Antichrist spoken of by the apostle John.

Much of what he wrote has already been fulfilled in histagd
continues to be fulfilled up to the present. Its gr&atdfilment, however, is
probably in the near future. Now is the time of prepamatlf we can
understand the past and the present, we will be p#pared for what is to
come.

We must recognise the man of lawlessness now befor regealed,
and not be caught unready in the future. Even more, wenermjnise Jesus
now, that we may not be ashamed before him at his appearing.

The Context

Verse 1 gives a context for the discussion that folldtse coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ and our assembling to Him.”

There are two interesting words in this sentence.firsieis the Greek
word TapovoLa (parousia) translateccoming. Literally it meangeing beside
or presence. In most places in the New Testament it is trapdlabming as
in the verse we are considering. In many passages, tssione, we can
substitute the wordresence for the word coming. This gives it both a
present and a future aspect. In God, both are one. Ihjog #he presence of
Jesus now, we will be ready for his future coming, wever and however it
may take place.

The second interesting word in verse 1 is the Géeakuvayoyn
(episynagogee) meaning assembling upon. We can easily recognise the
English word synagogue in it. This also has a present and a future
application. There is a present assembling whenaveérndnerever two or
three people meet in the name of Jesus. There is a &gplieation when he
will send out his angels and gather his elect from tw €orners of the
earth.



Underlying both present and future aspects of assegliiare is a
spiritual aspect. The assembling is not just assembling assemblingo
him. A physical assembling of God’'s people is simply an owwar
manifestation of a spiritual coming together to Jeslsvel are spiritually
assembling ourselves to Jesus in the heavenly realmniliv@utomatically
find an outward expression of that assembly on earthetg is no assembly
in heaven, the assembly on earth is valueless. Taletlving is that each one
of us obeys his instructioome to meMore on this later.

We will therefore find it possible to study this passigevo ways. We
can regard it as a prophecy yet to be fulfilled, or we see in it present
realities affecting our current walk with God. The sasmiue of many other
passages in Scripture. Both aspects, | believe, can hengdibut the all-
important thing is an understanding of the present. Ifeaen to walk with
God now, we will find ourselves prepared automatictdlywhatever is to
come.

The Pharisees were keen students of scriptural prophecyebatise
they knew that the Messiah was to come from Bethlethemw rejected Jesus
of Nazareth. They thought they had the future worked outthleytgot it all
wrong because they did not know God in the presente¥fflad been able to
recognise Jesus by spiritual discernment, their mirroorse of mental
understanding would soon have been sorted out.

To seek to understand Bible prophecies of the futuréowita proper
spiritual understanding of the present, is a pathway alMrich many have
followed the Pharisees. The results are blindnessarsmasm and pride. If
we do not learn to worship God in spirit and in truthsifar better not to
increase our damnation by studying the scriptures!deiter to put the Book
away and let it gather dust on the shelf.

The Day of theLord

In verse 2 Paul moves on to the subject of the DayhefLord. This
was a subject with which readers of the Old Testamerd faeniliar.

It was described by Isaiah as follow&ehold, the day of the Lord is
coming, Cruel, with fury and burning anger, To make the mm@solation;
And He will exterminate sinners from it. For the stafsheaven and their
constellations will not flash forth their light; Tren will be dark when it
rises, and the moon will not shed its light. Thus | wilhish the world for its

continued to meet, as they were powerfully drawn by thlg Bpirit and by
love for one another.

Time passed and the initial flame burnt down. They stidit, but
Ichabod (Where is the glory? - see 1 Samuel 4:21) was written over their
gatherings. The glory of God had departed. Jesus wasngerldn their
midst. Ezekiel's vision of the glory of God leaving tleeple and the city
(chs 10,11) had a second fulfilment. There was now antageat. The man
of lawlessness was ready to take it. Men began to doenavad rule and
exalt themselves over the flock of Christ. Their claibegame more and
more blasphemous and their titles more and more exalidtie centuries
passed.

This passage of 2 Thessalonians has been fulfilled ltesllgr and is
being fulfilled, and may be fulfilled yet more. It is 0b value to meet if
Jesus is not in the midst. Worse than that, it is dageOne is, at least in a
small way, building a platform for the manifestatiortloé antichrist.

Many people imagine that as long as they are assemitkirg, are
satisfying God’s requirements. The instruction of Helsreél®:25,"... not
giving up our own assembling ..i§ only obeyed if Jesus is in the midst. The
same Greek word episynagogee is used there as in versd pdssage. It
implies meeting together upon him. If he is not in theting, it is better if
we aren't either. Paul told the Corinthians plainlgttthey came togethemot
for the better, but for the worge Cor 11:17).

Miracles

The presence of the antichrist is attendeclbyower, miracles (signs)
and false wonder@/9). It is a dangerous mistake to think that miraclesaare
proof of God’'s approval. Many churches in this country @reiously in a
state of deadness. Others appear to have activity anidiapife. Healings
take place and spiritual gifts are manifested. Many pewpégine that is
enough. Provided things are happening and the church is growodgnGst
be pleased.

It is the consistent testimony of both scripture and epee that the
supernatural can come from two different sources. The taat it is
occurring in the church or among real Christians Ik rebi proof that it has
come from God. Occult powers can work through people whe hbkeast in
some measure a genuine experience of God. Some havepngwerly been



man, | believe he is the most guilty. James wiseyg,saet not many of you

become teachers, my brethren, knowing that we slkabive a greater
judgement”.If we see lawlessness in the world, we must seanchearts

and root out the lawlessness from there. Judgement regsst at the house
of God.

Whoisin the midst?

We read in verse 4 that the man of lawlessness takeseht in the
temple of God.

It was a terrible day when Antiochus Epiphanes placetates of
Jupiter in the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem and offeredw upon the
altar. It was in Daniel’'s words an abomination of desotatBut the Most
High does not live in houses made with human hands.

There is a far greater and more important temple thantlatyever
stood or may yet stand on Mount Moridliou are the temple of the Holy
Spirit”, wrote Paul to the Corinthians. The man of lawlessmemts to take
his seat in the midst of God’s people. His great airp tslke Christ’s place.
He wants to rule the people of God. He wants to sihémidst of their
assembly and dominate it with his presence. Thateigaghl abomination of
desolation. Beside this a mere pig on an altar okesi®nothing.

Is it possible that antichrist can take the place of hoioa gathering
of true believers? We find the answer in verse 7. aliertranslated this
reads,"He who restrains (will do so) until he becomadt of the midst”.
Jesus said\Where two or three are gathered together in my narees tham
in their midst”(Mat 18:20). If Jesus is in the midst, there is no réomnthe
man of lawlessness.

If Jesus becomesut of the midst there is then a vacuum waiting to be
filled. Note the passive of the word gathered. God doegéathering, not we
ourselves. The people of God come together in differegswdome are
truly drawn together by the Holy Spirit and genuinely maethe name of
Jesus. Jesus is then in the midst according to hisiggoi®@thers meet of
their own or someone else’s will, or through habitbecause they think they
should. Jesus has given no guarantee that he willtheir midst.

Church history illustrates and clarifies this for us. Hagly believers
met together often against opposition and in personal damgé they

evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; | will also puh&nd to the arrogance
of the proud, and abase the haughtiness of the rutl{eeter 13: 9-11).

Zephaniah described it in similar termiktear is the great day of the
Lord, Near and coming very quickly; Listen the day of thedLdn it the
warrior cries out bitterly. A day of wrath is that dayday of trouble and
distress, a day of destruction and desolation, a day of darkndsgloom, a
day of trumpet and battle cry, against the fortifietesitand the high corner
towers”(chapter 2: 14-16).

The Day of the Lord is also spoken of by Jeremiah, Ezekislos,
Joel, Obadiah and Malachi. It is seen almost univgrsadl a time of
judgement.

The Thessalonians had evidently received messages ttarsle
purporting to be from Paul and indicating that the DathefLord had come.
It was obviously a frightening thought, and Paul wanta@éagsure them that
it was not true. He went on to give them signs by withey could recognise
its approach. We will turn our attention to them now.

The Apostasy

In verse 3 we read that apostasy will come before thedDthe Lord
comes, and the man of lawlessness will be reveal@dstAsy means a
falling away (from God). Paul was once accused of iagchpostasy from
Moses (Acts 21:21). Obviously, the apostasy had not takee fhan, but
has it taken place now? Let’s look at what's happened diece t

From the first century to the time of the reformatihe church went
progressively into ever deeper darkness. | am no egpathiurch history and
only want to give a bare outline. Persecution kept thecbhfairly pure until
the time of Constantine. After he became Roman emjetbe year 312 he
made Christianity the official religion of the empirexeEything then began
to change. What should have been a blessing became & tigathen
temples were turned into churches and heathen flssiivere christianised.
Images and idols were worshipped. Ritual prayer replacggepfrom the
heart. Bishops and church leaders began to be powerfuleaithwpeople.

Time passed and the church became more and more onthevitiorid.
Political and military power replaced spiritual. Armies sut in the name of
Christ to recapture the Holy Land, slaughtering largmloers of Jews and
Muslims and others wherever they went. Worse wasoyetrine. For several
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hundred years the inquisition terrorised Europe. This \wassystematic
torture and killing of all who disagreed with or sicagainst the teachings of
the church. Millions of faithful followers of Jesussiges Jews and many
others were put to death in the name of Christ and reliiibles were only
available in Latin and only a few educated people could ttezm.

If the apostles had been given a preview of churchryisbey would
have torn out their hair in utter disbelief. If they coblave foreseen the
idolatry, the power struggles, the corruption and thedsbed all done in the
name of Christ, they would have sat down for 7 days liggtiophet Ezekiel
by the river Chebar astonished and dumbfounded.

If words have any meaning then the waqmbstasy describes the state
of the church in the middle ages.

In the past century the western world as a wholddrgsly fallen away
from any practical belief in God. In Islamic, Hindu aBdddhist countries
religion is a visible part of daily life. However in thassuntries that have in
the past been called Christian, public life continueh aimost no reference
to God. Anyone who speaks of his creator in public is considered by
most people to be fanatical or eccentric.

General apostasy from the Christian faith, in fulfilmehthis verse,
can now therefore be considered as an accomplishedrfeetalling away
of which Paul spoke has taken place.

We can easily see apostasy in history, but thereothanapostasy of a
more serious nature. It is the root of all apostasy Fesus himself speaks of
it in his message to the first churchhave this against you, that you have
apostasised from your first lovgRev 2:4).

We do better to examine our own hearts to find apostese, than to
analyse its outward expression elsewhere. It is becaedgave fallen from
our firstlove that others fall from theipelief in God.

It is better that we repent of our own sitiean the sins of history.
Revival and restoration of our own first love foruesvill cause the world to
turn from its unbelief and continued blasphemy ofrthme of God.

The Man of L awlessness

We must now consider the various statements Paul na@s the
man of lawlessness. He is lawless; he is the sonstfusiéion (v3); he exalts
himself; he takes his seat in the temple of God (v4)¢dising and presence
will be accompanied by all power and miracles and faiseders (v9). The
Apostle John writes in similar terms of the antichrist.

Lawlessness is an established feature of modern wo¥iet only need
to read the morning paper or listen to the news to kh@sv Crime statistics
are soaring in most countries. Less and less placesealthe world are safe
to walk around at night. Travel in many parts of theldvas increasingly
dangerous. More and more we need to ask for the Lordiegtion in our
daily lives.

Clearly we live in an age of lawlessness.

It is easy, but not very helpful, to dwell on the outdvaranifestations
of lawlessness. Everybody knows about it. It is of faren@lue to look at
its spiritual roots. Who were the lawless people m ew Testament? The
Greeks? The Romans? The Sadducees? The Zealots? Weefigarprising
answer in Matthew 23:28. Jesus sayshe Pharisees, "Inwardly you are
full of hypocrisy andawlessness’. The whole chapter expands and explains
this one verse and we do well to read and understand it.

The Pharisees didn’'t go around mugging people. Nor weeg th
involved in football hooliganism. They were the Bilskeidents of their day.
They spent much of their time studying and teaching d@ae How could
they belawless? They made two great mistakes. Firstly the law they th
taught was largely not the law of God, but their additimng. Secondly it
was not a law written on their hearts and an inward @iatheir lives and
experience. It was simply retained by much study in tresidb.

When a bishop, ignorant of the law of God, proclahissown views
and opinions to the world, he is guilty of a far gredaevlessness than an
ignorant soccer hooligan.

When a priest in a pulpit holds forth the views of his denation,
without ever searching to see if he has the mindaxf, Ge is safe from the
law of the land, but will give account on the day of judget.

When a Bible teacher who claims to know God and te lteeard the
voice of the Holy Spirit rejects the word of God to pagn the opinions of
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