God called the Jews to be his withesses to thedwbrlt they could
only be earthly witnesses. They saw the kingdortsiael, but they could
not see the kingdom of God. They knew nothing altbatnew birth or
(except for a few prophets and special peopleptveer of the Holy Spirit.

When Jesus, the Messiah, came, everything chahtgedame from
the Father and lived his earthly life in continucz@mmunion with his
Father. When he addressed God, he used the GredKlwonp (Pater) or
the Hebrew word Abba, both of which mean Fathee mame of YHWH
entirely disappeared from view. In all his teackingesus never even
mentioned it. Neither did Peter, nor Paul, nor Jaor any other New
Testament writer. Jesus told his followers they Midne witnesses to him.

True witnesses tell what they have seen with thein eyes and heard
with their own ears. What they have learnt fromeotpeople or read in
books is not valid testimony. No judge would acdégt in court.

The first followers of Jesus saw him in person aitdessed his death
and resurrection with their own physical eyes. Thapediately became
powerful witnesses of what they had seen and h&urdbeyond this and
more importantly, they experienced the new birtld degan to see the
kingdom of heaven. They experienced the baptisith@fHoly Spirit, and
this was the secret of their power. Like Jesus thegame heavenly
witnesses.

Many things have changed since Jesus walked ttits. ddultitudes of
churches, sects and denominations have sprung dpnaamy make
exclusive claims to having the truth. But one thiegrains the same. The
true witnesses of Jesus are those who have beenabain and seen the
kingdom of heaven and received the power of they I3qlirit to tell others
what they have seen and heard.
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Modern Jehovah’'s Witnesses and Others

What about the many sects and denominations thiat mp modern
Christianity. What have they seen and heard? Agg garthly witnesses or
heavenly witnesses? Are they witnesses at all?

Can they say;What we have seen and heard we also declare tp you
so that you may have fellowship with us; and troly fellowship is with
the Father and with His Son Jesus Chi(&tJohn 1: 1, 3)? Or ought they to
say, “What we have learnt from our teachers and ieaour books we
declare to you, so that you can join our sect?” tbay tell you about their
experience of Jesus Christ? Or can they only telllyow they interpret the
Bible?

Let me repeat, real witnesses tell what they haem @and heard; not
what they have learnt at Bible class or Bible Ggtenot what they have

Bible quotations are taken from the NIV or retrated. been told at church; not what they have read irk&onot even what the
Bible says. All these things can be valuable inrthkce, but they are not

This and other writings available from testimony. Real witnesses tell what they have paibpseen and heard.
www.GrowthinGod.org.uk Jesus said to Nicodemu$ruly | tell you, unless someone is born

again, he cannateethe kingdom of God(John 3:3). Real Jesus’ withesses
have been born again and are ablsdaethe kingdom of God. What they
have seen and heard they can declare to others.

Conclusion

We have thought about Jesus’ Witnesses and JelsoVihhesses,
heavenly witnesses and earthly witnesses, true essgs and false
witnesses, ancient witnesses and modern witneasdsyitnesses who are
not witnesses. What have we learnt?

We have focussed on two main subjects: we haveasiat the name
of YHWH and the name of Jesus; and we have coregidire meaning of
the wordwitness

God gave the name of YHWH to Moses when Moses eedjthis
name, and this name became precious to the Jewighlep- so precious
that it even became unspeakable. It has remaintalthis day.



Early in the book of Acts we find clear statemerisod has raised
this Jesus. We are all witnesses of tliitts 2:32).“With great power the
apostles were giving witness to the resurrectiothef Lord Jesus(Acts
4:33). They had witnessed this amazing event viidlir {physical eyes and
they had to tell everybody else. But time passatiraany people came to
believe in Jesus who had never seen him in thh.fles

Paul saw Jesus in a vision, but he never saw Jesile flesh. He
wrote, “From now on we know no man according to the flegks, though
we have known Christ according to the flesh, yetnfmow on we know
him in this way no more(2 Cor 5: 16). So, did Paul pass on to others what
he had learnt from the twelve apostles? Not at lall.fact he spent
surprisingly little time with them. He witnessedwiat his own eyes had
seen and his own ears had heard; not his natuesl agd ears, but his
spiritual eyes and ears.

John, as | have said, wrotéyhat we have seen and heard we also
declare to you(1 John 1: 3) and soon after that he wrotéys then is the
message which we have heard of him, and decla you, that God is
light, and in him is no darkness at g’ John 1: 5). That is what John saw
with his spiritual eyes.

Did Peter and John fill their letters and teachiwgh quotations from
the Sermon on the Mount and the parables Jesusolththem? Did they
teach others what their great teacher had taught2No; is the surprising
answer. They told others what they themselves leat svith theirown
eyes - their spiritual eyes.

Peter, Paul and John and the other disciples nbtdmgan by telling
others what their natural eyes had seen; but tifesr had spent much time
in communion with God they were able to tell whait spiritual eyes had
seen. They progressed from being earthly witnesselseing heavenly
witnesses. They became like Jesus.

Ancient Jehovah’s Withesses

My ancestors were Jehovah’s Witnesses! God spokleeta 3 times
through the prophet Isaiah:

“You are my witnessesgays YHWH (Jehovah(Js 43:10)
“You are my witnessessays YHWH(Is 43:12)
“You are my witnesseq(ls 44: 8).

So they became Jehovah'’s Witnesses! (The origiebléw name was
only the 4 lettersnn> - YHVH or YHWH with no vowels written. Vowels
were added much later and the Y changed to J t@ thekname Jehovah in
English.)

700 years after Isaiah Jesus came into the worddliwsed and died
and rose from the dead. His last words to his plissibefore he left were,
“You will be My witnesses’(Acts 1: 8). The disciples could hardly believe
their ears! Was he hijacking the very words of 3ah@ For 7 centuries the
Jews had been Jehovah's witnesses. Was Jesus tta&ipce of Jehovah?

So what did the disciples do? Did they keep tovtbeds of Isaiah and
continue to be Jehovah's withesses? Or did they tie words of Jesus
and become his witnesses? We will come back togihestion, but first we
will think about Jesus.

Was Jesus a Jehovah's Withess?
Was Jesus a Jehovah’s Witness?

He talked about his Father's name. He taught hésigles to pray
“Hallowed be your name’ln his last recorded prayer to his Father he, said
“I have manifested your namehd“l made Your name known to them and
will make it known”(John 17: 6 & 26).

This sounds as if Jesus had been telling everybdht God's name
was; but is that really what it means? Read thradgkthew, Mark, Luke
and John. In all his recorded teaching did Jeses &l people that his
Father’'s name was YHWH? Did he need to tell theim® & Hebrew letters



M7 - YHWH - that made up that name were on almostyepage of their
scriptures.

So what did Jesus mean bynaking God’'s name known'and

“manifesting God’s name”@od’s name didn’t mean the 4 letters YHWH.

It meant his nature and his character. Jesus madés Gharacter known.
Everything Jesus said and did was a manifestatioBaal’s nature. His
birth, his life, his teaching, his death and hisureection were all a
revelation of God. Jesus w&sod manifested in the flesi(1 Tim 3: 16).

This was how he made known and manifested the néiGed.

Were Peter and Paul Jehovah’'s Withesses?

What about Peter and Paul? Were they Jehovah'sg#es? We must
read through the Book of Acts and the letters déPand Paul to find the
answer. Did Peter tell people about YHWH? We do fired the name
YHWH appearing even once in all Peter’s teachingklatters. Even when
he quoted the Old Testament in his speeches hedwuate followed
Jewish tradition and not pronounced the name.

Was Peter a Jesus’ Witness? Just read the folloguogations from
Peter:

» “Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the nandesus Christ”

(Acts 2: 38.

* “In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, gethdpaalk!” (Acts
3: 6).

e “And his name—by faith in his hame—has made this rsi@ong”
(Acts 3: 16).

e “By the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom youcified,
whom God raised from the dead—by him this man @&dihg
before you well’(Acts 4: 10).

* “And there is salvation in no one else, for thes@mo other name
under heaven given among men by which we must \ed8gActs
4:12).

Particularly read that last verse again:

* “And there is salvation in no one else, fhere is no other name
under heaven given among men by which we must\esa

Jesus, the Faithful and True Witness

Jesus is described dke faithful and true witnesdh Revelation 3:14.
He said:*“We speak what we know, and bear witness to whahawe seen
and you do not receive our witneggohn 3: 11). What did he know and
what had he seen? He gave the answer in John 8| 88ecak of what |
have seen with my Fatherdesus knew God; he came from God; and he
could speak of God. Just as you and | can speakrodarthly fathers with
first-hand knowledge and complete certainty, susdesuld speak of and
be a witness to his heavenly Father.

Jesus could have travelled around Israel tellingpfee about all the
marvellous miracles he had seen in his ministryheleé seen water turned
into wine, storms stilled at his command, watemgupng his feet when he
walked on the sea, all kinds of diseases healedesad the dead raised.
But these were all earthly things which earthlysegeuld see. He chose to
bear witness to what he had seen in heaven andonwathat he had
experienced on earth.

Jesus was a heavenly witness.

(For more on this subject re&thderstanding Jesus

Jesus’ Witnesses

Jesus said to his disciplesjou will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you and you will be witnedsese”. What sort of
witnesses would they be? Would they be earthly egites like their
ancestors? Or would they be heavenly withessesdékas?

They had seen wonderful things with their natuyase They had seen
Jesus turn water into wine, walk on the water, liealsick and raise the
dead. They had even seen him alive after he had dreeified and buried
in the tomb. They had heard wonderful things whhit ears. They had
heard the words of Jesus and listened to his tegsldaily for 3 years.

Did they spend the rest of their lives bearing esth to these
wonderful things that their natural eyes had seaghtheir natural ears had
heard? We must look carefully to find the answer.



afterlife. Some of their teachings, | believe, aight. Some of them, |
believe, are definitely and seriously wrong. Mangbsites and books
explain these differences and | will not discussnithere.

What is a Withess?

We now come to a most important question: “What Witness?” The
apostle John gives us the perfect answer in tgslétter:“\What was from
the beginning, what we have heard, what we have \séh our eyes, what
we have observed and have touched with our haodsecning the Word
of life. ... What we have seen and heard we alscadetb you, so that you
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowshs with the Father
and with His Son Jesus Chriq® John 1: 1, 3). The essence of witness is
declaring what we have seen with our own eyes addhwith our own
ears.

We have discussed different kinds of witnesses. tWid these
different witnesses see and hear? We will find Huae saw earthly things
with their natural eyes. Others saw heavenly thing spiritual eyes.
Others, it appears, have seen nothing at all! Wecamsider each in turn.

Ancient Jehovah’s Witnhesses

Firstly, the Ancient Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Jewst did they see
and hear? To what could they bear witness? Theg had a history, from
the birth of their forefather Abraham right downth® present day, which
has been different from that of any other peoplearth. God, whom they
have known as YHWH, has repeatedly and visibly rnrgeed in their
national life. As a race they have seen his hamaction. They have seen
wonderful deliverances and blessings and they baga severe judgments.
Their scriptures, which record God’'s dealings wittem, have been
translated into every major language on earth.

But one point | must emphasise: all these wondexttd of God have
been visible to the natural eye. Miracles are qugteral acts of God, but
they are visible on earth. The ancient Jewish geogre God's earthly
witnesses.

What about the name of YHWH? Didn’'t God reveal thame to
Moses? Was the name of Jesus more important teamatne of God? Did
Peter not know the Scriptures?

If Peter didn’'t know the Scriptures, Paul certaiklyew them. How
often did Paul talk about the name of YHWH? Samenen as for Peter.
Not once in all his talks or writings. What did bay about the name of
Jesus?For this reason God highly exalted Him and gavenHihe name
that is above every name, so that at the namesokJevery knee will bow
— of those who are in heaven and on earth and uhdezarth’(Phil 2: 9,
10).

Peter and Paul, like many others from that dayi tvere definitely
not Jehovah’'s Witnesses. They were wholeheartegdlgus’ Witnesses”!

What Happened to the name of Jehovah?

So what happened to the name of YHWH? Why doestitappear
even once in the whole New Testament? Here is plejrout extraordinary
fact: the Greek language — the language of the Nestament — has no
letter Y, no letter H and no letter W (or V). Ergijlj like Hebrew, has all of
these letters. Many other languages, like Frermtk some or all of the
sounds represented by these letters. So when tweTstament came to
be written, God found he had a problem! It was isgilole to write his
name in Greek! Does God have problems? No! Thet@ref heaven and
earth also designed the Greek language!

So how do we explain this? Let's have a fresh labkExodus chapter
3 where God gave the name YHWH to Moses. God inted himself to
Moses asthe God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the Gbdacob”
(Ex 3:6). Moses grew up in Egypt which was a couofrmany gods. To
avoid confusion each god had to have a name! Otberiaow would you
know which one you were worshipping? So Moses,imytGod on the
same level as the gods of Egypt, asked God whatdmse was. His words
were:“If | go to the Israelites and say to them: The @bgour fathers has
sent me to you, and they ask me, ‘What is His nameat should | tell
them?”(Ex 3:13).

God didn't give Moses a direct answer. He simplgliesl, “I AM
WHO | AM”. That is not a name. In fact | believe it is aideof a name.



God then made allowance for Moses’ situation arediginorance of the
times and allowed Moses to use the name YHWH. THekdters come
from the Hebrew word? 1% (ehyey) meaning AM. In reality the one and
only true God has no name. And who is there in éear earth who could
call God by his name? His own son, like any othen, scalled him
“Father”.

For more on this redfihe Name of God and the Name of Jesus”

What Happened Next?

What did my ancestors do? Sadly, the majority tepedesus. They
regarded his teaching as blasphemous. How couldara mmake himself
equal with God? They remained “Jehovah’s witnesseés” minority
accepted Jesus and became “Jesus’ Witnesses”.

The words of Jesus and God’s words through Isa&dh dne big
difference: Jesus told his disciplégpu will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you and you will be witnedseme”. These words
were wonderfully fulfilled. The Holy Spirit came ap these witnesses and
they received power. Signs and miracles followeshtheverywhere they
went and they spread the name of Jesus acrosettteeRoman Empire.

Isaiah’s words, unlike the words of Jesus, conthime mention of the
Holy Spirit and no mention of power. In consequetiee old “Jehovah’s
Witnesses” (the Jews) failed to be good withessédHWH. They had not
received the Holy Spirit and they lacked power. Whesus, the Faithful
and true Witness, came into the world the majaftthe Jews rejected him
and went on to persecute his Witnesses. The Roalaogpersecuted these
Jesus’ Witnesses, and many of them gave their foretheir faith.

After a few centuries the Roman emperor Constangixjgerienced
some kind of conversion to the Christian faith. tHade Christianity the
religion of the Roman Empire, and direct persecutd Jesus’ Witnesses
ceased. Centuries more passed and step by stehuaheh became more
and more corrupt. False “Jesus’ Witnesses” tooktrobrand they began to
persecute both the old Jehovah's Witnesses antiubelesus’ Witnesses.
Many centuries of terrible bloodshed followed ahdsihard to say who
suffered most. Large numbers of Jews were giverchizéce of baptism,

expulsion from their country or death. Millions tfie Jesus’ Withesses
were tortured and put to death. We actually find finophesied in the book
of Revelation:“Mystery: Babylon the great, mother of prostituteasd
abominations of the earth.” Then | saw that the womas drunk on the
blood of the saints and on the blood of the witasds Jesus(Rev 17: 5,
6). Babylon represents the false Jesus’ Witnessias false church.

Modern Jehovah's Witnesses

We must now consider the modern sect that has t#kenname
“Jehovah’s Witnesses”. This sect was founded inldtter part of the 10
century by an American named Charles Taze Russ$elstudied the Bible
and looked at the doctrines and practices of th#ows churches and
denominations of his day, and he saw many thingiswere wrong. He and
his followers began to believe that they, and ahlyy, had received the
truth. They saw all other churches and religion&Babylon”, and in many
ways they were right! They found the verses indlsahat say:You are
my witnesses,’says YHWH;and those verses fitted with their belief that
they alone were witnesses to the truth. Hence ttomk the name
“Jehovah’s Witnesses”. They have now spread ovest mithe world and
number about 8 million.

The Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that only theyighe and only they
have the truth. They teach that all other religiansluding all Christians,
are under the control of Satan. They describe tteschings as “The
Truth”. Jesus said| am the way, the truth and the life; no one cortrethe
Father except through meJWs say, “We have the truth; no one comes to
God except through us”. Who is right? The JWs sude If the JWs are
right then I am wrong, you are wrong (unless yowre of them) and
millions of other people who have believed in Jdsage believed in vain.
JWs believe that they are faithful servants of @od that we are all under
the control of Satan. If you have come to the Ratheough Jesus Christ
and experienced his love and power in your lifej koow from your own
experience that these claims of the Jehovah's \88&® must be totally
false.

Jehovah's Witnesses have different beliefs frorditi@al Christians
on some major teachings and on many minor onest Muysrtantly they
have very different teachings on Jesus, the HolyitSpalvation and the



