This and other writings available from:

Robert Beecham
Linden Cottage
The Burgage
Prestbury
Cheltenham
GL52 3DJ

or from website
www.GrowthInGod.org.uk

Bible quotations are taken from the NIV or retratet!

March 1998

Babylon

Part 1- The Origin of Babylon
Part 2 - The Identity of Babylon
Part 3 - The Return from Babylo




time of weakness. What is glory? Jesus prajfesther, the hour has come, glorify
your Son ..."(John 17:1) and was then led away to die. God’s wisdomhand
ways are higher than ours. The weakness and frailty dfesie become the glory
and power of the Spirit of God.

Restored Walls

The temple was eventually finished and we will move eresal decades to
the time of Nehemiah. He was a young man who had risenotainence in the
Persian palace. He was the royal cup-bearer. He wasntahére in his prosperity
until a brother came and brought him news of the homeldmad:se who survived
the exile and are back in the province are in greabte and disgrace. The wall of
Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been buwitinetire.” (Neh 1: 3).
His heart awoke and he reacted as Daniel had doneyslglssat down and wept
and mourned for days; and | was fasting and prayingédhe God of heaver(1:
4). Like Daniel he confessed his sins and those of his pébp&7). Like Daniel
he searched the scriptures and found prophecies of axileestoration. He too
risked his life as he stood before king Artaxerxes witlachface (2: 1,2). Once
again God heard his prayer and this time the king gawecommand of which
Gabriel had spoken to Daniel. Nehemiah had permission tandorebuild the
walls of Jerusalem.

I have not space to consider the conflicts and diffieslthat Nehemiah
encountered as he and his men laboured with a tool in oreama a weapon in
the other. God's great building programme could not lppstbtill Jerusalem had
an altar, a temple and city walls complete.

All these things are the same today for those who bg®ee to see and ears to
hear in the spirit.

Conclusion

So we reach the end of our study of Babel and Babylon. &Ve seen two
ways pictured in the scriptures. One is the way efrthtural man; the other is the
way of God. One is a path we can walk by sight; therattmath of faith. The first
is a broad road with many travellers; the second isr@wavay which leads to
life. Let me finish with some of the parting words of Mssas the Israelites
viewed the promised landSee, | have set before you today life and prosperity,
and death and adversity ... the blessing and the Bosehoose life in order that
you may live, you and your descendants, by loving thrd kour God, by obeying
His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is yoife land the length of your
days, that you may live in the land which the Lord swiare/our fathers, to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give th€from Deut 30: 15-20).
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death, proclaimed;The Most High does not dwell in houses made by human
hands ..."(Acts 7:48). With surprising ignorance multitudes tod#i sbnsecrate
buildings of stone and brick which they then enter wittagrespect and cathe
house of GodIf you reverence a physical building, it cannot failcloud your
vision of the true house of God. The new Testamerstgay clearly, Do you not
know that you are the temple of the living God and thetShirit of God dwells in
you?”

If people have no experience of the Holy Spirit, they tiln back to imitate
the times before his coming at Pentecost. If theywatloknow reality, they must
cling to the shadow. But those who have experienced thveelting of the Holy
Spirit should know better. God sent the Roman armi@satke his final statement
that he had finished with manmade buildings. They pulledteh®le to pieces
stone by stone. The church has spent the interveningiesnitying to rebuild it!

In Jerusalem the builders set to work and laid the foundafithe second
temple. The people then gathered to praise God. Theyeshand wept for joy.
The noise was heard far away (Ezra 3:10-13). It waghigerodigal son’s return.
The harps, so long silent in Babylon, now burst intoimus

Opposition

Alas, their joy was short-lived. Their enemies weoers at work to stop
them. First they brought offers of heiprou have nothing in common with us in
building a house to our Godsaid Zerubbabel and Joshua, the Jewish leaders
(Ezra 4:3). They clearly they saw that only God’s peaplie build God's temple.

He who does not enter by the door ... is a thief arablber(John 10:1). There is
no place for well-meaning foreigners in the Kingdom aidGYou must be born
from above and become a true citizen before you can hgas m it.

When their offers were rejected, these enemies sholnedr true character.
They discouraged and frightened the builders and slashdbesm till the work
stopped (Ezra 4). For about 16 years no more work was dtrile, two kings of
Persia came and went. Problems and opposition goeoebof God’s displeasure.

The years passed by in apparent defeat, but God was pteperanswer. In
time the prophets Haggai and Zechariah arose to callp#uple again to
repentance and encourage them to continue the buildilg.by might, nor by
power, but by My Spirit”, says the Lord of HoqZec 4:6). Zechariah brought
these well-known words to the leader Zerubbabel, dsdied at his unfinished
task. This was the important thing. It was a work of G&psit, accomplished by
his power.“Take courage ... my Spirit remains among you. ... Tloey@f this
present house will be greater than the glory of the dorhouse,”,prophesied
Haggai (2:4,5,9). The glory of God had descended on the tetitmgleSolomon
built. Could this weak effort have greater glory? Tist temple was built at the
height of Israel's power under King Solomon. This secome was built in their
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Part 1 - The Origin of Babylon

Early in the book of Genesis and late in the book of Reéwalave read about
the city of Babylon. Genesis uses the Hebrew namelBahde Revelation uses
the Greek name Babylon. The subject of Babel or Babylamésthat we can
follow right through the scriptures. Its origin is in Gdeeshapter 11. Two
chapters in Isaiah (13 & 14) and two long chapters in Jaler®0 & 51) are
largely devoted to Babylon’s judgment. The book of Daniel waten in
Babylon and is mostly not in Hebrew, but in Aramalies tanguage of Babylon.
The books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai and Zechariah areynadiolt the return
from Babylon and the restoration of Jerusalem. Towé#rdsend of the book of
Revelation we find two full chapters (17 & 18) describing fadgment and
destruction of Babylon. Finally in Rev 18: 4,5 the commgoes out:'Come out
of her, my people, that you may not participate of hes and that you may not
receive of her plagues; for her sins have piled up gts & heaven, and God has
remembered her iniquitieslf we do not know what Babel or Babylon is, we will
not even understand this command - far less will we dbey

There is much more teaching on this subject than on “goimpucch”, the
Lord’s supper, baptism and many other more familiar tophs.cannot afford to
ignore the things on which God places emphasis in tifgses.

The story of the tower of Babel is one of many Bdileries from which most
of us have probably learnt little or nothing since wstfheard it in childhood. We
were taught that God was offended by the attempts of satherr simple people
who thought they could build a tower high enough to résefiven. Let us turn to
Genesis chapter 11 and examine the story more carefully.

Divine Initiative

The first thing visible to the discerning eye in thizrgtis the total absence of
divine initiative. It was all man’s idea. The contrassharp when we look at the
following chapter of Genesis, which begins with the wptidsw the Lord said to
Abram, Go..”"Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees not on his own initigtibut at the
command of God. Maybe he went unwillingly, but God $eshim and now he
ranks among the greatest characters of history. Whesed/set about delivering
the Israelites on his own initiative he was soontrouble and had to flee to
Midian. When 40 years later he returned unwillingly, duthe command of God
he accomplished a mighty deliverance. And many are ttirees of those who
acted at the command of God and received his blessiodyw@l only bless his
own plans. Jesus sal@very plant which my heavenly Father did not plaralsh
be rooted up’(Matthew 15:13). We may compare the vef3dat which is born
of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the iSjgrspirit” (John 3:6). God
can only bless that which has its origin in himself. kKbg to the life of Jesus is



that every word he spoke, and every action he perfogaete from the mind of
his Father.

The opening words of John's Gospel teach us the same |e€$sotine
beginning was the word .... All things came into beingugh it (or Him)”. The
first chapter of Genesis shows how God’s creative pasvier his word. When he
speaks worlds are created. When he is silent nothing happgbies. God spoke to
Abraham and Abraham responded, it was the beginning of @oeld redemptive
plan for all mankind. The human effort of the tower of Bakebn came to
nothing.

Building Materials

The next thing we notice in this story is the choitbuwlding materials:Let
us make bricks and burn them thoroughihese bricks have a meaning. Firstly
they are made of earth, which represents human natantbeR vessels containing
divine glory have a positive symbolic meaning in scriptimagt earth or human
nature as a building material is utterly unacceptable.althes and temples of the
Old Testament were made of stone - a hatural produchamtmade.

Secondly bricks areass producedrhey are all the same size and the same
shape. That is always the result of man’s religionpittxiucts all look the same.
The world wants conformity. It feels secure with peopleo keep to the party
line. We may search the scriptures without finding twenrof God who were the
same. Noah built an ark. Abraham lived in tents. Josepanie prime minister.
Moses delivered his people. David was a king who dancedebtferLord. In the
new testament we may look at Peter, Paul and John &gaia Eomplete diversity
of character and ministry. They were not mass-producech Bas formed and
moulded by the Holy Spirit and brought into the spiritual lésshof his Saviour.
To the world they were uncomfortable non-conformgsts they did not fit in it.
To God they were conformed to the image of his finsttieon. God is building a
temple of living stones, all of different shapes and sibes all to be fitted
perfectly together by the master builder. No one willyeanyone else’s position
as each will only fit in his own place.

Thirdly, these bricksvere thoroughly burnedThe purpose was to harden
them. Few things are sadder to see than indoctrinated newfbeects. They are
literally like brick wallw. They have been thorougiigked and hardened to make
them resist all outside influences. The true child ofl @Gostrong, but not hard. His
strength is the inward strength of the Holy Spirit. Hees not need a hard
impenetrable shell to protect his inner uncertaintg. ddinfidence is in God.

Bricks, if simply piled one upon another, will of couradl lown. They must
be held together. So theyed tar for cemenin the temple which Solomon built
there was no cement. The stones fitted perfectly hegeThe religion of Babylon
tries to find every possible way of creating and @rédag a unity which it does

ascends, so the ego and pride grow bigger too. Thesdmasdtme louder. Heathen
altars are plentiful in Babylon, but it is no place tildbthe altar of God.

Restored Festivals

After rebuilding the altar and re-establishing th#ydsacrifice, the returning
immigrants celebrated the festival of Tabernacles. Wais the last of the three
major festivals God had ordained for his people; thst fvas Passover and the
second was Pentecost. Leviticus chapter 23 gives fudilsleThe Exodus from
Egypt had begun with the Passover celebration. God hadalsstor his people,
then as now, but these festivals could not be celebmat®abylon or Egypt.

Should Christians also keep these festivals - as Jpsighle do? Or did God
replace them with Christmas and Easter in the new cot2ihathe new testament
these festivals are not replaced - instead theyudfibel. They have a spiritual
fulfilment which we can and must enjoy. They point firsas do all the scriptures,
to Jesus himself. He was born on the first day of #éstival of Tabernacles and
died at Passover. He himself was the perfect fulfilnoénbe festivals, as he also
was of the whole old testament.

The festivals speak also obir spiritual lives. We must begin with our own
Passover when we personally feed on the Lamb of God &ndeansed by his
blood. We must learn to feed on the unleavened bredw giure truth of God. We
must experience our own personal Pentecost as the earpletistid in the upper
room. And we must go on from there to experience theviaestf Tabernacles,
which includes the festival of Trumpets and the Day tdn&ment. All these
festivals represent spiritual blessings which ouhé&ahas prepared for us.

Christmas and Easter are nothing more than heathemafsstheathen in
origin and heathen in present practice, and were intrododde church by those
who had no experience of spiritual festivals. The pagems poured into the
church at the time of Constantine (fourth century AD3dsel something to keep
them happy. They are Babel's festivals and have no jpha&eripture or God's
kingdom. Jeroboam, the first king of northern Israel, veamdemned for
introducing a festival which he had invented in his dwart (1 Kings 12:32, 33).
The church has done a hundred times as much as he didkingmts own
festivals! | have written separately both on Isreafestivals and chucrh festivals.

A Restored Temple

The altar was the first item in God’s rebuilding progranforehis returning
people. The second was the temple. It had been simillae éitme of Moses. Soon
after the Exodus, God instructed Moses to build the taberriachim to dwell
with Israel through the time of their wanderings. God rhast a dwelling place.
But where does he want to live now? Stephen, momentsebké was stoned to

15



was still a son when he was in the far country; but &g kving with prostitutes
(like Babylon) and enjoying none of the blessings of sqngfior more on this
subject read my writing on Bible Chronology.)

The first fulfilment of Gabriel's prophecy was thenomand given by Cyrus
in the last verse of 2 Chronicles and more fully in Ezrapter 1 verses 2 to 4.
Cyrus told the Jews to return to Judah and build the houbke &brd, the God of
Israel. He even commanded their heathen neighbours torsdipgm with freewill
offerings of silver and gold and goods and cattle.

Daniel had been a young man when the captivity began/®years later
when it ended he was old. He was too old for the lonmgney from Babylon to
Jerusalem. The majority of the Jews in Babylon had gromrthere and were
unwilling to leave its security for a dangerous journeyamounknown land. For
many of the Jews the cost was too great. They feliome and comfortable in
their exile. “Do not disturb us with your impractiédéalism”, they probably said.
“Cyrus is a good king, and we can live good and upright Ineg”. Maybe; but
the purposes of God were in Jerusalem, not Babylon. Jenmusehs the place for
rebuilding the temple, and Israel was the land where thesite must come.

Many responded to the decree of Cyrus and set out for fitberland. In
Ezra chapter 2 we can read the names and numbers ofagaith that returned.
They trod once more in the steps of their father Abratden he had left Ur of
the Chaldees to go to the land of promise. The sartietéak them on the same
journey.

A Restored Altar

The first act of the returning exiles was to build tharaof God and to offer
burnt offerings on it (Ezra 3:2). Sacrifice is centoahll God’s purposes. The most
important sacrifice of all time is the offering of lgen Jesus. Without it we have
nothing to take away our sins and we have only darkare$sleath without God.
The departure of the lIsraelites from Egypt also begah wécrifice and is
remembered to this day at the Passover. The accepériged’'s Lamb slain at
Calvary is essential for our salvation and the onlg tfoundation for a spiritual
life.

The second sacrifice is the sacrifice of ourselvesuslealls us to lay down
our lives for him on God’s altar. Some people are mdllio lay down their lives in
war for their country. Some give up their lives in tleevie of others. Some go
overseas as missionaries and believe that they higivddean their lives for God.
Others give up the world to live as monks or nuns aslge\e that they are
walking the way of total consecration. These actioay fme commendable and
God may ask us to do some of them, but none of thess atthe altar of God.
All of these things can be done with no death of thelig® God's altar is the
place where the self-life dies. Babylon feeds thelgelfAs the manmade tower
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not have. Such churches need strong leaders to holddgether. They have long

conferences to sort out doctrinal differences; any tise all kinds of pressures on
those who leave their group. How different it is fog thue children of God. They

have unity. They are held together by the love of Gothéir hearts. They are

united by one spirit. Neither race, nor class, nor agesew divides them. Across

these and every other human barrier they find tleat @ine one. They are taught by
the Spirit to love one another.

A City

In verse 4 we read about the builders’ plans and nwtiG@me, let us build
for ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in heawsemd let us make for
ourselves a name; lest we be scattered abroadhtw/éade of the whole earth.”

They intended to build a city. Cain was the origindl-builder of the
scriptures (Gen 4:17). He was also the founder of fakgion. He offered the
fruit of his own work, an offering which God could not accepte next city-
builder of the scriptures was Ham'’s grandson Nimrod,sehtame mearRRebel.
In fact from Gen 10:10 he appears to have been the leatailding Babel. He
did not learn his lesson, but continued his rebellion indimgl further cities. God
had commanded Adam and then Noah to fill the earth. To ogatgrén one place
was therefore contrary to his plan. Why did they doTit® Hebrew wordr
meaning city is from a root meaning to be awake or wdtdmplies a fortified
defended city. From the day Cain killed Abel he was & fer his own life (Gen
4: 14). He wanted security and protection and he coutdtmest God for it.
Nimrod, like Cain, was also a man of violence (Gen 10 &8)wanted to build
something to protect himself from the fruit of filsdoing. But for us,God is our
refuge and strength.

Abraham presents a wonderful contrast with Cain and Niniie was living
a secure life in Ur, one of the most advanced citigh@fancient world. God told
him to leave his country and his relatives and his fatteuse, and he went. Five
of his ancestors including Shem, the son of Noah, s#ltealive, and probably
living there. They may have been good and faithful menh hk left them at the
command of God. We read the explanation in Heb 11: 10, 13-16a#ieseen a
vision of a heavenly city and he could not be contétit an earthly counterfeit of
it. God was a greater security to him than the vissbleurity of Ur. He could not
sacrifice his fellowship with God for fellowship with frislations. The eyes of his
faith saw the heavenly Jerusalem and he despised ecittbéy Later on when Lot
went to live in the city of Sodom, Abraham continued ia tant. He had seen
something better. Thus he became the father ofditiddl. The holy city, the new
Jerusalem, for which he looked, will not be built up loitdy brick from earth. It
will come down out of heaven from God, made ready asde ladorned for her
husband (Rev 21: 2).



Greatness

Let us now consider the tower that they attempted téd.bmigdol the
Hebrew word for tower, is from the rogtll meaning to be great. We could call it
a “greatness’ They were building something big! The AV translatioshose top
may reach unto heaven$ almost certainly wrong. Did people capable of such
technical achievement really think they could build higlough to reach the
clouds? You have only to look up at the sky to see the mitplity of it. The
Hebrew literally means a tower and its head in heaVke idea is probably again
that of largeness. There may well also have beeplaegical purposes associated
with it.

There are two “greatnesses” in scripture. Firstréhis the greatness of God
which he also imparts to those whom he chooses andwaho humbly before
him. In Genesis 12: 2 God said to Abrahdmill make you a great nation ... and
make your name greatAbraham did not strive for this greatness. It only came
visibly long after his death. Joseph was exalted to mgesatin the land of Egypt,
but not through his own efforts. It was God who raised tp. Israel became great
when God gave her victory under king David. And God highglted Jesus
because he had humbled himself and become obedienattn @&od gave hina
name that is above every name, that at the name of desnsknee should o
(Phil 2: 8-10).

The second greatness exalts itself against God. Galiatd up and defied
the armies of the living God. King Saul stood head amullglers above the
people; he became lifted up with pride and God rejected hebudhadnezzar
erected a great image sixty cubits high in the provirfcBatnylon and later he
boasted,'is this not Babylon the great which | have built asogal residence by
the might of my power and for the glory of my majest(Dan 4:30). While the
words were still in his mouth his sovereignty was remaedl he was driven out
to eat grass like an animal for seven years. In the erkkhéw that God reigned
and gave the kingdom to whomsoever he wished. And welB&on we read yet
again of‘Babylon the Great, the mother of prostitutes and ofabeminations of
the earth’(Rev 17:5).

A Name

“Let us make for ourselves a namtfiey said. What an irony! | believe this
is the only story in the whole Bible where no one haname. Not one name from
among all these men is recorded. All we read is thegorotthey” . Their names
are all forgotten, while now, 4000 thousand years laterntime of Abraham is
known throughout the world. Have you ever wondered why listgjof names are
recorded in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah? These apedipée whose hearts
were set on Jerusalem, who left Babylon; and God lineidntamesrecorded in his

Let me summarise what | have said. We see in Danisilyfia deep
conviction that he and his people were in the wrong peeamount of outward
prosperity could compensate for this. He would rather hesptsthe streets of
Jerusalem than sat on the throne of a foreign emp@eorfslly we see him
searching what scriptures he had to know why they mecaptivity and when the
judgment would end. Thirdly we see him turning to God in @rafasting and
repentance for sin, seeking forgiveness and deliverance tfreimcaptors. May
God grant us the same spirit and the same faith.

The Time to Leave

His prayers did not go unheard. The angel Gabriel carhart and told him
not only of the coming restoration of his people, buGofd’s further and greater
purposes in the coming Messiah. Gabriel’'s message vggritlreyond Daniel’s
expectation and beyond his understanding too. These wergelGahbvords:
“Seventy sevens are decreed for your people and your tiptyto finish
transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wicksdit@®ring in everlasting
righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and intahe most holy. Know
and understand this: From the issuing of the decree toreesind rebuild
Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comesgtvél be seven sevens, and
sixty-two seveng9: 24, 25).

This amazing prophecy had a two fulfilments. Thereewast 70 weeks or
490 days left till the end of the 70 years of judgment; but ¢herere 49G/earsto
run from the command to rebuild Jerusalem till the é¢seould come and make
atonement for sin. (One day in prophecy often stands year).

Not many people know about time periods in the Bible.nhetexplain a few
facts. There are four exact periods of 490 years eanhjng from the birth of
Abraham to the death of Jesus. However one fact hidesfrthin our sight.
Whenever God's purposes were suspended because of silpdketopped and
God did not record the time. Thus from the birth of Aama to the Exodus was
505 years as man counts; but God did not count the 15 yeansttie birth of
Ishmael to the birth of Isaac. He saw the time ag 480 years. From the Exodus
to the dedication of Solomon’s temple was 621 years in huinze. But there
were 7 periods of slavery in the times of the judges wini¢btal lasted 131 years.
Again God saw only 490 years. From Solomon’s templeti#i command to
rebuild Jerusalem was 560 actual years; but 70 of thesetieyears of captivity
in Babylon; and God saw 490 years only.

One solemn truth emerges from these facts: if we chimobee in captivity
in Babylon, time will stand still in our spiritual Bg. Physically we will grow
older while spiritually we will remain infants. His gte&demptive purposes will
wait till we cry out for his forgiveness and obey k&, “Come out of her my
people that you may not participate in her sins(Rév 18:4). The prodigal son
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he not follow Joseph’s example afidrget his father's house and be content to be
fruitful in the land of his adversityAGen 41:51,52). Why did this man want to
risk his life, when, in his position, he could do so much gbbe stayed alive?
God had miraculously raised him like Joseph to a high ippsih a foreign
country. Was that not enough? Had he not been servidgn@&abylon? Could he
not be content to use his position to help his capeaple? Was it really wise to
risk his life? Such questions could not move him. HowevecchmGod had
prospered him in Babylon, his heart was in JerusalemjtthefcGod.

At the height of Israel’s prosperity, almost five tetes before, King
Solomon had raised his hands in prayer to dedicate thpldehe had built.
Prophetically he saw forward to the time of their oafytand prayed... “if they
return to you with all their heart and with all theoul in the land of their enemies
who have taken them captive, and pray to you toward Eueit which you have
given to their fathers, the city which you have cimosad the house which | have
built for your name; then hear their prayer and thepptication in heaven your
dwelling place and maintain their cause and forgivand make them objects of
compassion before those who have taken them caifsee’l Kings 8:46-53).

All this had happened. The temple was destroyed, Jerusalerdesakte,
but Daniel could still pray with his face towards the lamd the ruins of the city
where God had set his name. Prosperity in Babylon, &gefgiven prosperity,
did not and could not satisfy him; because Israel wakatiteGod had given to his
fathers, and in Israel lay the purposes of God. Sodbgmwayed; his enemies
reported him and the death sentence was pronounced; héhnoas into the
lions’ den; but the king and the lions spent the nightastiig, and Daniel
continued in prayer!

The book of Daniel does not appear to be written in ordémaf; Daniel’s
prayer and revelation in chapter 9 and his night in the’lidan in chapter 6 both
occur at the beginning of the reign of Darius the Mede.c&fe learn much by
reading these chapters side by side. Chapter 6 tellstahg of the lions’ den.
Chapter 9 shows what was on Daniel’s heart at the fline.Babylonian empire
had just fallen to the Medes (Persians), and Daniel tryarsg to discover the
purposes of God. In spite of his recent promotion as otteed ministers over the
whole kingdom (6:3), Daniel gave himself first to studytloé scriptures (9:2).
Then, when he saw what they meant, he prayed andl fé&t8). (Sadly, such
behaviour is not too common in newly appointed politisja He found twice
recorded in Jeremiah (25:11 and 29:10) that Jerusalem wowldsbéate and her
people in captivity for 70 years. He read the books ofdd@nd the prophets and
saw that his people were in captivity for their sine.tHen prayed and fasted and
repented for the sins of his people. Politics took fiftlacplin the life of this man
of God. Bible study, prayer, fasting and faithfulnessGod were all more
important.
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book for all to read. How perfect are the Scriptures! Hualmite is the mind that
wrote them!

How people love a name; the name of a group or a leagedoctrine or a
movement with which they may identify; a password whicli wiake them
acceptable. Was it not this that Jesus lackeéd?know that God spoke to Moses;
but as for this man, we do not know where he is fr@dohn 9:29). If you really
know God, you will not ask people the name of their chwr denomination or
leader to find out if they are in your party and if you safely have fellowship
with them. Peter did not recognise Jesus in that Wéyu are the Christ, the Son
of the living God”, he said.“Blessed are you Simon (which means hearer) Bar-
Jonah,”Jesus repliedFlesh and blood have not revealed it to you, but mhé&at
in Heaven.”

The more you learn to love the name of Jesus, the noorevijl hate names
of groups and denominations. The more you love him, the goonefellowship
with others will be based on that lové&here is no other name under heaven that
has been given among men, by which we must be sdAetS 4:12). The more
precious his name becomes to us, the more insignifathother names become.
“I'am of Paul’and”l am of Apollos” has no place with those who love Jesus.

Judgment

How did God react to the men of Babél?e Lord came down to see the city
and the tower, which the children of men burhis language is not mythological.
To Abraham, to Moses, to Joshua and to other chasets S5od appeared. To
Babel, to Sodom and to his people in Egypt, we read thatweod down. He
came down because they were low.

God came down and he saw unity, and he broke it upastwot the sort of
unity he wanted. Jesus prayé@hat they may all be one; even as you, Father, are
in me, and | in you, that they also may be in us; thatvibréd may believe that
you sent me{John 17:21). He did not pray for a man-madganisational unity.

We unite not by getting together, but by coming to Jesssvé\focus on him we
are drawn to one anothergpiritual unity, the unity Jesus had with his Father.

In unity there is strength. How well the world knowssHbow important it is
to the world! God saw in verse 6 that building Babel waly a beginning, and
that unless he acted there were no limits to whatldvéollow. Babel was the
beginning of a great rival kingdom. God planned from the keginning that man
should rule the earth; but this must be man in union with apendiéng on God.
The kingdom of God - not the kingdom of man - is the hafpal creation. Babel
was the beginning of a great substitute for God’s rulaeatgounterfeit of his
purposes.’l, the Lord your God, am a jealous Godike read in the second
commandment; and he will not allow any rivals. Judgmelhsiviftly on Babel, as
it did on the kingdom of Babylon in the time of Belshaz and on the spiritual



Babylon in the book of Revelation. God confused their languadhat they did
not understand one another. He then scattered them tioegugle world.

Today we have a world where men do not understand eactsapeech. In
religion, in politics and in commerce, the judgment of Baketains to this day.
Religion throughout history has been the cause of endtsand bloodshed.

What then does Babel or Babylon represent today? Beferanswer that
question , we must look at our own hearts and E&sBabel in you or in mets
your story written in Genesis 11 or in Genesis 12? Atelgd by the Spirit of God
like Abraham? Or do you make your own plans and hope Glbdgree to them?
Do you try to build your own building with the bricks of hamnature? Or are you
being built as a living stone into God’s temple? Do geek a security in the
organisations of earth? Or are you learning to trust yeawenly father?

Part 2 - The Identity of Babylon

By the rivers of Babylon we sat down and wept when we
remembered Zion. Upon the willows in the midst oftiwe hung our
harps .... How can we sing the Lord’s song in a foreigtand? If |
forget you, 0 Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its skill..If I do
not exalt Jerusalem above my chief joy.... Psalm 137.

Few psalms, indeed few poems in all human literaturemame beautiful
than Psalm 137. The exiles sit weeping with silent harpsfareign land, unable
to sing. Babylon with all its riches and prosperity ggever satisfy their hearts.
Their dream, as the dream of many of their descendgamte that time, was of
Zion, the city of God. They wept for Jerusalem, they ledtly, lying desolate and in
ruins, while the proud King Nebuchadnezzar boasted edtgBabylon which he
had built. How could they, and how can we sing the Loratgsn a foreign land?

Many years ago | was first moved by the beauty of te&®, and learnt it
all by heart; but | knew nothing of its spiritual meanihgnderstood how the Jews
in their exile longed passionately for the land of tifeginers, and hated their proud
rulers; but | was ignorant of the spiritual Babyldme great prostitute of the book
of Revelation, that for centuries has held the trueathof God in captivity; and
little did 1 know that | myself was in a foreign l&n

Babylon is one of thenysteriesof the Bible (Rev 17:5,7). Its meaning is
hidden from the natural mind. If you want to understanddperly, you must ask
God to give you a revelation of it. No truth of the gture can really help us
without the illumination of the Holy Spirit; but espdbrais this true of those
things that God describes mysteries

Some people believe that Babylon is God’'s description ofyesect and
denomination except their own. They have had some rmrelatal or imaginary,
that they think makes them different from others. Tlaeg clever enough to

Demons of Babylon

In verse 5 of Revelation 18 we see the sins of Babylod piteto heaven; in
verse 2 we read:Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! And she has bezm
dwelling place ofdemonsand a cage of evemynclean spirit, and a cage of every

unclean and hateful bird” In the parable of the sower, Jesus said that the birds

that took away the seed represented the evil one. f8orde unclean spirits and
birds all have the same meaning. Babylon is full ofdéteasl things.

In recent years there has been a revived interest irtisdxo Many people
have genuinely been delivered from evil, but others hawedfto understand the
real problems. Evil spirits are at home where thergin. Demon possession and
demonic influence are not the same as sin, but arelgloaked with it. The
heathen world deals with demons by ceremonies and inicensaand magic
words. Moral values do not matter. Sin is irrelevanis i matter of manipulating
or appeasing spirits.

Much that appears to be Christian exorcism or deliverannéstnyi is not
very different. Some people call in the priest who comguipped with a prayer
book and recites a mass or communion service. O#xgect success if they use
commands found in scripture to cast out demons. Pauldabtkg spiritual warfare
in Ephesians 6:10-18. The first two items of armour eahames are truth and
righteousness. He speaks also of faith, the word of Quil @ayer. The
foundations of a true deliverance ministry are a rightddas faith and the
operation of the Holy Spirit. Those seeking deliverafroen evil spirits must
repent and turn from their sin as much as they are. dile powers of evil go
where there is sin and then produce more sin. Babylonrals in both sin and evil
spirits.

I have been concentrating so far on the religious agpdgabylon. In fact |
believe it is wider than that. | believe it represeims world’s government and
economics as well. It is everything that man has seh updependence of God.
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had a dream of a gresge that represented
the kingdoms of the world. He then saw a stone that sthetenage on its feet
and destroyed it. That stone, Daniel told him, was thgddm of God. It became
a great mountain and filled the whole earth. All worldtegns must be destroyed
and give way to the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. Hgdlel Amen.

Part 3 - Return from Babylon

Three times a day the prophet Daniel knelt in his roofnde, with his
window open toward Jerusalem, and prayed and gave thanksitd e threat of
death in the lions’ den did not stop him. Was it realBcessary to have his
window open for everyone to see? He was a cabim@star in a vast empire and
could exercise immense influence for good. He knew thptgies well. Why did
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gifts to make himself rich is doing the same thing. Anynmdo wants to be a
pastor because of the salary or status he will gesasaaspiritual prostitute.

But money is not the only problem. We must beware @inggethe splinter in
our brother's eye and ignoring the beam in our owmeluse the gospel and our
spiritual gifts or ministries to build up our own statuthea than to edify the body
of Christ we ourselves are no better than spiritualtputss. Is our service for the
Lord motivated by love for him and for our brothers amsders, or by desire for
position, reputation or money? In his sight, are wthfial servants, or are we
prostitutes?

Sins of Babylon

Babylon is to be destroyed. Chapter 18 of Revelation descrihe
destruction in detail. We have seen that Babylon isndaflg human religion.
Why does it so deserve the wrath of God? The two reagimen in this chapter
are sinsand demons In verse 5 we read thatr sins have piled up as high as
heaven God hates sin. In old testament times, he taughtriih to his people by
commanding them to make sacrifices and offerings far Miany prophets also
warned them of his wrath against sin. Jesus was sedé¥eho-shua = YaHWeH
saves) because he would save his people from their seas1(lM). This was so
important that he gave his life to do it. He not onlweghis life, but he also
suffered the ultimate horror of separation from his &a#fs he hung upon the tree;
and this was all because of human sin.

The religion of man has neither the power nor thereésisave people from
their sins. Good intentions cannot change a corrupt hdart’s religion breeds
every kind of wickedness. Many churches have membersbwdak every one of
the ten commandments. Some worship other gods; otherddowm before graven
images; others repeatedly take the name of the Lordiimand see no wrong in it;
others dishonour their parents in the name of Gody®ttmmmit murder in their
hearts by hatred; some churches have even triedlltahkir enemies. Some
churches accept all kinds of sexual sin; many have becimdy stealing from
their flock; false witness abounds and covetousnes® isommon that no one
thinks it is wrong.

Many people no doubt lead lives that are at least outyaedpectable and
may not themselves be guilty of the things | have justriged; but all these
things are present within the churches that call teéras Christian. Does anyone
really imagine that God sees these churches asjrissentative on earth?

Most of the religious world is simply not prepared tghti against sin.
Because it is not righteous it does not hate sin, and aooot fight what you do
not hate. The religious world generally is interestedcamferences, politics,
human rights, new methods of communication, withess tbgemm methods etc.;
but not in the righteousness of God.
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recognise the marks of Babylon in other churches, lnd lghough to ignore the
same things in themselves. They have never reallydhbarvoice of God. They
are certainly wrong, but still we must find out the trueamng of mystery
Babylon.

The question of Babylon is especially important becaua#dtts the whole
world. “Babylon was a gold cup in the LORD's hand; she made théeveanth
drunk. The nations drank her wine; therefore they havegane mad.’Jer 51:7.
Ancient Babel or Babylon was the root of all heathsdigion. When men tried to
build their religious tower independently of the true Go@ythoon found other
gods to worship; and the evil heathen influence spr@é#tetsurrounding countries
as well. In the end these other gods surrounding anlsiexdl led to her downfall
and captivity.

In Revelation 18:3 we read;or all the nations have drunk of the wine of the
passion of her immorality, and the kings of the earth hmramitted acts of
immorality with her.”Spiritual Babylon is also something of universal inflierit
is something which has corrupted and contaminated theev@talistian world. In
other wordsnatural Babylon in the past brougmmatural Israel into captivity.
Spiritual Babylon has now brouglspiritual Israel into captivity.

Roman Catholicism

Many students of the scriptures believe that BabylenGheat is the Roman
Catholic Church. We will look at some of the reasdors this. Babylon is
described as a prostitute sitting on seven hills (Rev 17t city of Rome is built
on seven hills. The woman reigns over the kings ofedwth (Rev 17:18). For
many centuries popes ruled over large parts of Europleyl@n has vast wealth
(Rev 18:12 etc). The riches of the Vatican, the Pope'acpalare no secret. The
woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, and wighbtbod of the witnesses
of Jesus (Rev 17:6). For centuries true followers of Jésgether with many
others who defied the authority of Rome were fined, isgmed, tortured and
burnt at the stake. Even more important than theséleertiings, Rome has
brought, and still brings, spiritual death to millionsteffollowers.

The woman in Revelation 17 is descriledthe great prostitu(¥l) andthe
mother of prostitutes and of the abominations ofeaeh (v5). A prostitute is a
woman who offers her body for money. God has creatgdf@ecommunion
between man and woman, but prostitution is a degradedero$itsfor the sake of
money. In general the Church of Rome has used man’& desicommunion with
God and the Gospel of Jesus Christ to make itself rich, nhaveend exalted. This
great prostitute is the final fruit of the evil seedsvs at the tower of Babel. We
see a city and a great tower built up from earth]lyobmsed on man’s initiative.
At its centre is a man before whom others bow downdaagtbund and worship.



When | say these things, | am not saying that each ithdill Roman
Catholic priest or church member is corrupt or evibm speaking about the
church organisation and what it claims to be. Individualasy nhave real
experiences of God and lead righteous lives; but theyodo spite of and not
because of the their church. The Catholic church heeyal preached some truth,
and individuals have often responded to this truth and ebeme their teachers.
“You have a few names (even) in Sardis who have ndeddheir garments; and
they will walk with me in white; for they are worthyRev 3:4.

Protestant Denominations

As | have said, it is not difficult for those whoudy the Bible, and in
particular the book of Revelation, to recognizenylon the Great, the Mother of
Prostitutesas the Church of Rome. However in these days of Bislerance it is
necessary to repeat these facts. But if Rome is titleanof prostitutes, where are
the daughters? Are the Protestant sects and denominagiaifs so different?
When we look at them we see the same human towersdisg; the earthy bricks
held together by tar. They also love their own naraed,forget the name of Jesus
and many of their members live in spiritual poverty, alsgeand death.

Many true followers of Jesus belong to denominations headers deny
that he is the son of God and reject the scriptures,iravent their own religion.
How can the people of God be unequally yoked together withlienbrs? (2 Cor
6:14). Yet this happens in all the major Protestant demaiions. Not only do the
blind lead the blind; the blind even attempt to |#aase with sight.

Many Protestant denominations are moving closer andrctosRome. Their
theologies may be different on certain points, but th@init is the same and is the
spirit of Babel. They are not led, like Abraham, by 8prit of God, but simply
moved with human motivation. The Holy Spirit could be widwi from the
earth, and most church programs would continue without krgpanything had
happened.

Can it really be true that churches respected by mdliimn centuries are
Babylon in the sight of God? Could it really be true iezekiah’s day that the
high places were heathen abominations in the sight®aif? For centuries the
Israelites had sacrificed and burnt incense at them

Hezekiah’s grandfather Jotham had been a righteous kindnerddhd not
pulled down the high places. Jotham’s father Uzziah had highteous and he
had not pulled them down. In turn his father Amaziah had biglteous and he
had not pulled them down. Neither had Jehoash before Gould something
accepted by four generations of godly kings really be wrddg@ not even
Samuel the prophet sacrificed at a high place? Hezekisd above tradition -
even the traditions accepted by righteous men. He dicbhowfman, but God. If
the high places were abomination to God, then they neustibed down. Must we

be limited to what our fathers have done? Is whatgemsl enough for them good
enough for us? Or do we want to obey God and go further?

Babel in the Heart

If many Protestant denominations are also Babylon, suealy those that
hold to the scriptures are alright?

The one group that Jesus denounced more than all otherhe®harisees.
These were the people that sat in Moses’ seat and daarieach and believe the
scriptures. Unlike the Sadducees they believed in therrsatpeal - angels and
spirits. But like the people of Babel their religion was fnom God but from man.
They loved the place of honour at banquets and the sh&t$ in the synagogues.
They liked respectful titles attached to their namesyTtevelled land and sea to
make one proselyte. Outwardly they appeared righteougno bbut inwardly they
were full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. (Read Matthefo2Rirther details). You
can be Bible-believing and still have the spirit of Balésod gives the Holy Spirit
not to those who have correct doctrine, but to theise obey him (Acts 5:32).
Without the Holy Spirit and obedience to God, all ouipsaral knowledge will
only help us to build another Babel.

Mystery Babylon was written in the woman'’s foreheadu Yhay leave every
Babylonian group but if the name of Babylon is still werit on your forehead - in
your mind and in your thinking - you will have achieveddittyou will soon build
another Babel, and you will be no better than you wefere. The problem is far
greater than a question of church membership. Donegrcking your town for a
non-Babylonian church; rather search yourself to rentbe spirit of Babylon.

The root of Babylon is human pridé&he heart of the natural man is more
deceitful than all things and incurablatrote Jeremiah (ch 17:9). There is where
the real problem lies. We love to build something théditghorify ourselves. We
loudly say we want to give all the glory to God, anehtlwe quietly steal it from
him. We firmly declare we have no desire to please aad,then we pause and
wait for people to clap their hands. We don’'t want tosdethe city to come to
Jesus outside the camp, bearing his reproach.

If you have only seen thexternalBabylon, you will wander for ever through
its streets and never leave it to go to the new dkxus

Prostitution

We must return to the idea of spiritual prostitution. Goaltention is that
sexual relationships should take place within marriagentte husband and wife
in love and to result in the birth of children. Aoptitute uses sex in totally the
wrong way to earn money. Any church that uses religgoget money from its
members is committing spiritual prostitution. Any egalist that uses his spiritual
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