Let us lay aside our unbelief and let us trust God thatilh accomplish the
great and wonderful things that he has promised.

Let us be willing to move on with God. Let us ceastatoent the passing
of Saul. Let us not seek to keep David alive beyond togedl time. Rather, like the
apostle Paul, let u&rget what is behind and, straining towards what isadheress
on towards the goal to win the prize of the upwardragbf God in Jesus Christ.’
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He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundrezlilgimes, and his
wives led him astray.’

Solomon placed political expediency before obedience to Hedmade
alliances with surrounding countries, and took wives fribrair royal families.
Particularly he took the daughter of the Egyptian Phaaadtfis wife.

The immediate result was spirituélis wives led him astray.’

The long term fruits of Solomon’s sins were polikiaa well as spiritual. A
generation laterin the fifth year of King Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egggtaicked
Jerusalem, and carried off the treasures of the teofiplee LORD and the treasures
of the royal palace. He took everything, including all thel gdlields Solomon had
made.’ (1 Kings 14: 25, 26). Under Saul and David Israel had becorpewerful
independent country. All this was lost and for several rathgiears Israel became a
vassal state of Egypt. Apart from a brief period ofdae under the Maccabees,
Israel then remained subject to one foreign power aftether till May 14' 1948!

Conclusion

The main theme of this writing has been the comingifestation of the
glory of God in his people. With varying degrees of cjaaitd detail the following 7
things all bear independent witness to it:

¢ Solomon’s reign

e The Sabbath day

« The Manifestation of the sons of God (Rom 8)

« The thousand years of Revelation chapter 20

* The prophecies of Isaiah - especially ch 2: 2-4, repéatelicah 4: 1-3
* The prophecy of Zechariah (14: 16)

* Progress in the modern world

How many witnesses do we need for progf?the mouth ofwo witnesses
or three witnesses, shall the matter be establisiEn€ Bible says this 5 times (with
small variations of wording).

Let us then lift up our hearts and praise God, and eejoiche wonderful
things that lie ahead. In Peter’s wortd%aise be to the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us newihidla living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, andamtinheritance that can never
perish, spoil or fade -- kept in heaven for you, who throwgth fare shielded by
God’s power until the coming of the salvation thateiady to be evealed in the last
time.’
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Again sadly this is far from true in many other partshe world. Terrible wars
continue particularly in Africa and Asia, and causeese\suffering to many who
already live in poverty.

Prosperity, undreamt of in the past, has come to nmathe western world.
Large numbers of people live better life styles than kitigsn the past. Again it is
only the minority in the world that have these blegsirMultitudes world-wide still
live in extreme poverty, not knowing when they wilt ¢heir next meal.

Even the last blessing promised to Solomon is alsonbaits partial
fulfilment. Many in the west are blessed with long,lé®d are living up to 30 years
longer than previous generations. In other parts of thi&dvloe average lifespan is
probably shorter than in the past. Many do not surehidhood, and people of 50
feel and look old.

In all this we see the beginning and the potential, butdam the completed
picture. We look forward to the day foreseen by thelped Habakkuk whenthe
earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glorytbie LORD, as the waters cover
the sea.’

Solomon’s Downfall
For the sake of completeness we will briefly mensabomon’s downfall.

Revelation chapter 20 speaksSatan being bound for 1000 years and then
set free for a short time. Corresponding to this iniigk 5: 4 Solomon say$3ut
now the LORD my God has given me rest on every siue tlzere is n@adversary
or disaster.In Hebrew this reads agere is nosatan.” Later in 1 Kings 11 after
Solomon turned away from the Lord to worship other geds,read'the LORD
raised up against Solomon adversary’ - again in Hebrew gatan. For Solomon,
Satan was bound and then set free.

It appears that Solomon served the Lord for 20 yeasdoék fell away. 20
jubilees of 50 years is 1000 years, and so the time pedgoctaitresponds.

We read in 1 Kings 9: 10 that after 20 years king Solomae gavay 20
towns of Galilee to Hiram king of Tyre. Chapter 28 of Eekldescribes the
downfall of the prince of Tyre. From the language oft tblhapter many Bible
students see the prince of Tyre as a direct type of Sateselfi Solomon was giving
ground to Satan!

1 Kings 11: 1-3 describes Solomon’s downfalling Solomon, however,
loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s daughter -- iddsatAAmmonites,
Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. They were from peophegit which the LORD
had told the Israelites, "You must not intermarry withrh, because they will surely
turn your hearts after their gods.” Nevertheless, Soioimeld fast to them in love.
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Introduction

Saul, David and Solomon were the first 3 kings of Isra#l 3 of them
reigned for 40 years. Samuel anointed Saul as king ineéhe ¥112 BC and he
reigned till 1072. David succeeded him and reigned till 188bmon reigned from
then till his death in 992 BC.

These 3 kings differed greatly in their characters, aehi@nts and most
importantly their relationships with God. In another ingtl have compared Saul
and David, and in this | will compare David and Solomon.

Firstly we must consider the significance of the thet each reigned for 40
years. As | have explained in my writifiBible Chronology”, Bible time is divided
into major periods each of 2000 years. These are subdividedOnjubilees or 50
year periods. The first period of 2000 years ran from Adathé birth of Abraham.
The second 2000 years ran from Abraham to the day JesusTHeethird period ran
from then to about this present time.

| believe the 40 year reign of Saul is a picture of 40ejubilees from
Abraham to Jesus when God'’s primary dealings were WwihJews. The reign of
David represents the period of 40 jubilees from then tllvnwhich has been
described as thénarch ageor theage of graceThe time of Solomon corresponds to
the age into which we are now moving. If this is corraatomparison of David and
Solomon will help us understand the purposes of God apthient time, and the
changes that are taking place in his dealings with his peapl¢he world.

Before we proceed let us look at some of the differebheeseen Saul and
David.

Saul and David

Saul and David were both anointed as kings by the propmeud. God
clearly chose them both, and both had great milsaigcesses. However Saul’s life
and that of his 3 sons ended in disaster and rejectioBday David became the
father of a dynasty that sat for centuries on the thodrludah, and was eventually
replaced for ever by the eternal throne of his desceédéans Christ.

Saul pictures the old covenant which in the end only bridgath.
Outwardly he was handsome and strong and capable, butwaEsdiimeart was not
directed towards God. His disobedience and sin eventually braalgbut his
rejection and death. Even his son Jonathan, beloved friefthwél, and valiant
warrior in battle, died with him on Mount Gilboa slambattle by the Philistines.
David lamented them both with the wordsiow are the mighty fallen, and the
weapons of war perished!’



God made a completely new start by choosing David, aaftanhis own
heart. He could not accept any descendant of Saul oragyeof his tribe. Saul came
from the tribe of Benjamin, but God turned to thedrdf Judah to choose the man
and his descendants who were to sit on the throne in Berufa centuries to come.

So David reigned for 40 years, and became the mogiufarking in the
world’s history. He died peacefully in his bed and passedrbisncon to Solomon
his son.

Solomon’s Dream
How did Solomon differ from his father David?

At the beginning of his reign God appeared to Solomon ireandl This
event, described in 1 Kings chapter 3, is a vital key doderstanding his
significance. The narrative is as follows:

‘At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during the nighd idream,
and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give youdi@on answered, "...
O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in placeydfather David. But |
am only a little child and do not know how to carry ow duties. Your servant is
here among the people you have chosen, a great pemplayumerous to count or
number. So give your servant a discerning heart to goveun gyeople and to
distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able tegothis great people of
yours?” The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked $r3biGod said to him,
“Since you have asked for this and not for long life oalitefor yourself, nor have
asked for the death of your enemies but for discernmerdrmnéstering justice, |
will do what you have asked. | will give you a wise and elismg heart, so that
there will never have been anyone like you, nor wiréhever be. Moreover, | will
give you what you have not asked for -- both riches andurort so that in your
lifetime you will have no equal among kings. And if you kvad my ways and obey
my statutes and commands as David your father did, | wélypu a long life.”

Solomon asked God for just one thing - wisdom. God gavahenvisdom
he asked for, but he also promised him riches andunppeace and long life if he
walked in God’s ways like David his father. We will noansider each of these gifts
in turn.

Long Life

God promised Solomon long life, but with a conditioncktéd 'And if you
walk in my ways and obey my statutes and commands sl aur father did, |
will give you a long life.’In his later years Solomon appears not to have fulfilled
God’s condition. As we will see, he followed other gods. Wwas young when he
became king, and he reigned 40 years. We could guedsetdatd in his sixties.

Paul, once also called Saul, experienced the transition the age of law
to the age of grace. This involved the temporary riejeadf his people the Jews.
Knowingly or unknowingly no doubt this is one reason vieychanged his nhame
from the Hebrewsaulto the LatinPaul. This symbolised both the end of an age and
the rejection of a people.

In Romans 9: 2, 3 he pours out his héaitave great sorrow and unceasing
anguish in my heart. For | could wish that | myself weuesed and cut off from
Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my owe rdhe people of IsraeBut
God had appointed him apostle to the gentiles and he hadv® on with God. He
could not live in God’s past purposes.

David was God’s new man, and he served God and loved hhrelivhis
heart. He had a wonderful reign over Israel, but heneagmmortal, at least on this
earth. His death was likewise a time of sorrow. Hipfetoved him deeply, and he
had accomplished wonderful things for them. They did not wiam to die. When he
grew old and weak, to postpone the inevitable, they lsedrithe land for a beautiful
young woman to keep him warm! They found Abishag the Shuritentenlie with
him in his bed. The scripture records that did not know her (sleep with her)’.
Metaphorically speaking their efforts were fruitleShey could not keep him alive.
Further more, according to the Hebrew scholar GesetiiashameAbishagmeans
“father of error”. If we cling to the past works of God, and try to keépeathe
things that are passing away, we too will'taghers of error”.

Peter said thatDavid, after he had served his own generation by theoill
God, fell asleep.We also must serve our generation - not Saul’s, neid@anor
that of our fathers, but the Solomon generation int@hvive are now moving. In
God the future is always better than the past.

The World

We have considered mainly the spiritual significanckin§ Solomon and
his reign. We will now survey their counterparts in theeirad order.

We live at a time when, in many though not all arealfegf wisdom and
knowledge have increased far beyond the imagination ofiquewyenerations.
Science and technology have made spectacular progressablgrabhey have
advanced more in the last 50 years than in the whaeeefous human history.

However this wisdom and knowledge is far from universalnyvlauman
problems are completely unsolved, and in many areastelésmje progress, people
are worse off than before. Also only a minority of tiwerld’s billions enjoys the
benefits of this vast progress.

Peace also has partially come to the world. Thetgrgswers have been
free from war for 50 years. This has never happenéatébén recorded history.
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Later in the same chapter we read tifat whole world sought audience
with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in his heart.’

Zechariah's last prophecy (14: 16), whether he himsedwkit or not,
perfectly accords with these everifsad it shall come to pass, that every one that is
left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shal go up from year to
year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and teepkehe festival of
tabernacles.’

Isaiah and Micah predict even more definitely the comintip® nations to
the house of God in Jerusalemn: the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple
will be established as chief among the mountainsijlitbe raised above the hills,
and all nations will stream to it. Many peoples widhte and say, “Come, let us go
up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the Gathobb. He will teach us
his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.”

By contrast Jesus told his disciples ¢o into all the world and preach the
good news to the whole creation.’

Why did Jesus not tell his disciplesvit in Jerusalem till the nations (or
heathen) came to them? Why did he tell themotout to the nations?

He had to tell them tgo out to the nations because as yet there was no
Solomon and no temple for the nationgdme to. The David age was a time for the
saints to go out. The Solomon age will be a timelfertteathen to come in.

Words are inadequate to describe the glories of the tehgil€&od is going
to build. And even if they could describe it, like the Queof Sheba, our hearts
would still respond in unbelief. Nevertheless the timkk come when like her we
will say, 'l did not believe these things until | came and sath vy own eyes.
Indeed, not even half was told me.’

Transition
| believe that we are in a time of transition from Diévage to Solomon’s.

Transition can be a time of both difficulty and unagry. By nature we
cling to the past and fear the unknown future. For Saihwehs a time of great
sorrow when God rejected Saul. However God said to tiloy long will you
mourn for Saul, since | have rejected him as king oveelifill your horn with oil
and be on your way; | am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehlkave chosen one of
his sons to be kingSamuel had to move on with God.

David also lamented the passing of Saul in beautifulrpd@t Sam 1: 17-
27). Saul was the anointed and chosen of God, and he hadydeat things for his
people. His death with his 3 sons fighting the Philistiwvas a tragedy.
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The old testament puts a lot of emphasis on lengtHfeof\We even find it
mentioned in the fifth commandmeritionour your father and your mother, so that
you may live long in the land the LORD your God is givirayy 'A living dog is
better than a dead lion(Ecc 9: 4). Health and long life are among the greatest
blessings anyone may have, if we consider only this life

The new testament scarcely mentions long life onag,ekernal life, or
more accurately age-lasting life, is mentioned mamgd. Natural health and long
life in the old covenant are pictures of spiritua l#nd health in the new.

In the natural realm, life and health are the foundatiohsall other
blessings. You cannot enjoy food, drink, possessionsit@ntaents or anything else
after you die, or if your body is wracked with pain. Sig ialso in the spiritual realm.
Unless you have spiritual life and health you canngieh@or further spiritual
blessings. At the start of his ministry Jesus saitlitndemus,You must be born
again.”We will never have wisdom and riches in the spirit salee first have life.

Wisdom

Why did Solomon ask God for wisdom? He had come tohtmné as the
young son of a great father, and he felt a big respiitsilHis older brother
Adonijah had already tried to take his throne from him.ddeply wanted to rule the
people of God rightly. No doubt he had great respecthiernany virtues of his
father. David had faith and great courage in battle garterosity and forgiveness
even for his enemies. He was a poet also and a musikiiave all he had a deep
love for God. However it appears he lacked wisdom, and phpt®olomon had
seen this and its consequences.

Two stories will illustrate this difference betweerthfer and son.

David's friend Jonathan had a crippled son named Mephiboshlethywas
of course the grandson of Saul. David ignored the standactiqe of those times of
slaughtering every male member of a rival royal dynabtstead he adopted
Mephibosheth as his own son, to eat with him at his timol¢he rest of his life.
What grace and mercy to the undeserving! How beautifullysee the loving heart
of God for the unlovely manifested in David.

The time came when one of David’'s own sons, Absalefelled against
him, and David had to flee from Jerusalem. Ziba, theant of Mephibosheth,
joined David in exile, but Mephibosheth remained behintiénpalace. When David
asked where Mephibosheth was, Ziba repliédt is staying in Jerusalem, because
he thinks, ‘Today the house of Israel will give me bagkgrandfather’s kingdom.”
David replied to Ziba,All that belonged to Mephibosheth is now yours.”

In time Absalom was killed and David returned with ZibaJevusalem.
Mephibosheth came out to meet them. David’s first qoestias,\Why didn’t you
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go with me, MephiboshethMephibosheth replied that Ziba had refused to help him
saddle his donkey, and had then slandered him to David. Alirtteehe had been
faithful to David!

David then told them both to divide Mephibosheth’s propdmtween
them.

| puzzled about this story, and reread all the detaits teied to decide
which of the two men was telling the truth. Then a muchiemrserious problem
struck me. David himself couldn’t make up his mind eitherditenot havevisdom

The result was a serious injustice. If Mephibosheth tetling the truth, he
was deprived of half his property for no reason, and @ik richly rewarded for his
lies. If Ziba was telling the truth, then Mephibo8h®/as guilty of serious treachery
and ingratitude to a man who had shown him nothing but undes&mndness. He
did very well only to lose half his property. Added tostBiavid was going back on
his promise to Ziba.

Solomon, soon after his meeting with God, faced a farendifficult
problem. Two prostitutes gave birth in the same house. le2dy was alive and
healthy and the other died. Each claimed the livialgytas her own, and there were
no witnesses. Solomon had wisdom from G@iting me a sword. Cut the living
child in two and give half to one and half to the othhe’said. The real mother said,
“Please, my lord, give her the living baby! Don’t Killm!” The other woman said,
“Neither | nor you shall have him. Cut him in twoThe real mother soon got her
baby back!

Solomon, filled with wisdom from God, solved an almostpossible
problem. David failed in a much easier situation. Soloqustice reflects the
justice of God, based on infinite wisdom. David’s refiditte feeble efforts of man’s
unaided resources.

This event at the beginning of Solomon’s reign was speleta and caused
his people to stand in awe of him. However it was only etéste of the wisdom that
was later to be his. It was like a flash of inspiratora gift of the Spirit to meet an
immediate need. Later he had wisdom on every subjectardlelo his day.

According to the recordGod gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a

breadth of understanding as measureless as the sandseashere(1 Kings 4: 29).
His wisdom was so great that people came from far adel to hear it.

Jesus himselfgrew in wisdom and statugerather than experiencing a
sudden total transformation. At the age of 12 he was wiseigh to be able to
discuss the law with those who were many years hiorsert the age of 30 that
wisdom had matured to perfection, and he was readyh@omwbrk his Father had
called him to do.

temple, the manifestation of his glory will be beyondthimg we can conceive or
imagine.

When eventually the temple was complete, Solomon surachthe people
of Israel for its dedication (1 Kings 8). What time diddGchoose for that great
occasion? It had to be the Festival of Tabernacléer/élse would we expect? That
festival is the last of the seven that God gave topkiple through Moses, and it
represents the climax and fulfilment of all his purpodesall its symbolism it
corresponds perfectly to the reign of Solomon.

We read thatthe cloud filled the temple of the LORD. And the ptge
could not perform their service because of the cloudtHerglory of the LORD
filled his temple.(1 Kings 8: 11).

Solomon’s reign was the climax of Israel's anciergtdry. Never again
while they remained a nation was there such a tinmatwbnal power and glory. And
this moment when the glory of God filled the temple wlas great climax of
Solomon’s reign! What an occasion it was! Who wouwlerdorget it? Yet wonderful
as it was it was still no more than a picture ofglay of the spiritual temple that is
now to be built.

The day of Pentecost was also a day that no one pnesatd ever forget.
The glory of God descended on the assembled company, apdwhe of God was
released in a way that had never before been seeny Blanthat day were
transformed for life and for eternity. Marvellous aimdlescribable though it was,
that day was only a foretaste of much greater glorgoroe. It was only the first
harvest, and it only lasted one day. The comingvidsbf Tabernacles will be a
much greater harvest of fruit that has taken the whole surtonripen. It will not
just be a day, but a full week of celebration.

There is a beautiful Hebrew prayer and hyriMay the house of the temple
be built speedily, in our days, and grant us our portion in your l&e’can sing it
now with far greater understanding than its inspiredenrit

The Queen of Sheba

Solomon'’s reign is famous for the visit of the Queésheba, described in
1 Kings 10. His fame had spread to her country, but she hhdugvas all
exaggerated. She came to test him with difficult questiamsl he answered
everything she asked. She saw his palace and his seavahtd! his wealth, and,
translating almost literally, itook her breath awayShe said;The report | heard in
my own country about your achievements and your wisdotrués But | did not
believe these things until | came and saw with my owaselndeed, not even half
was told me; in wisdom and wealth you have far exceedeckpuoet | heard.’

o

17 is the number of perfection. The temple reprsstire perfect expression of God. It was dedicate
the seventh festival (tabernacles) and corresptintfe seventh or sabbath day.
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Wealth lies in the combined (spiritual) possessiorth®people of God.

When God brings the body of Christ together and into a nibhatand
fullness beyond our present imagination, we will then halenton’s wealth.

That coming together will be the building of Solomoresple.

Solomon’s Temple.

Jesus said to his disciplegybide in me, and | in you.Yes, both are
simultaneously true. We live in Jesus, and Jesus lives.irGod is our dwelling
place. We are his dwelling place. So Solomon’s housarp&us living in God. The
temple pictures God living in us. These great truthgradict each other to the
natural mind, but can harmonise in the realm of sparfitich is not subject to the
laws of time and space.

David had wanted to build a temple, but, because he wemneof war and
bloodshed, God did not allow him to fulfil his ambitione Mas permitted to make
preparations for the temple, but the task of actuailiging it fell to Solomon.

This temple will be the true body of Christ. It istrioe visible church we
have seen and experienced in the past and till now. ©cothitrary, most of that has
been the counterpart of Babel or Babylon in the Bible.

God plans to bring his people together. By this | do neammvast
gatherings of Christians in huge buildings or in the open air. ddot mean one
super-denomination of all charismatic or evangelicalBile-believing people.
These things may begin with good motives, but they end ah another
reconstruction of the tower of Babel. God'’s true tempikk be and is a spiritual
bringing together of the body of Christ.

Where should the people of God meet together? Paul ntwmemne and
only acceptable place in his letter to the Thessalsnife should assemble to or at
HIM (2 Thes 2: 1)Who isHE? Who else, butlesus? Where two or three are in
truth and reality assembled in his name, he is at thteecelhis is the unity that God
has planned for his people.

The actual construction of the temple todky&ars, but the preparation of
the materials began long before that. The stones Wwew and shaped in the
quarries before they were assembled at the templélsiteuilding the temple, only
blocks dressed at the quarry were used, and no hammet, @ha&y other iron tool
was heard at the temple site while it was being b(fliKings 6: 7). So the living
stones that are to comprise the spiritual temple laceteeing shaped with hammers
and chisels away from the site of the true temple shbey will finally be
assembled. That is what is happening now. The glory dfi€aot visible in those
quarries, but when those stones are silently assembledake God's spiritual

The church age that is now passing has not been an aggzlofn. Many of
the true saints of God have been members of corruptiobsir They have been fed
more on fable than on truth. They have battled and prayedvapt like David, and
shed their blood for love of their Saviour. Generalipwever, they have lacked
wisdom.

Jesus told his disciplesThe children of this age are wiser in their
generation than the children of lighThat age was not to be an age of wisdom for
the people of God.

Paul himself had remarkable wisdom from God. He receiaed
understanding of the Hebrew scriptures that, seen aglamisackground of the time,
was quite incredible. Children eat their food in totabigmce of how it has reached
the table. They know nothing of their parents’ labouresaming the money, buying
the food, cooking it and putting it before them. They talad ifor granted. So most
people read the new testament blind as to how it cametthere. God had
enlightened Paul's mind with heavenly wisdom thateRpressed in the letters he
wrote. He spoke of this wisdom in Eph 3: 9,10at now, through the church, the
manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the r@dadsauthorities in the
heavenly realms, according to his purpose of the adgshvwe accomplished in
Christ Jesus our Lord.’

Paul himself experienced this wisdom, but the church didardtraie in it,
but mostly fell away into blindness, ignorance andyfoHlis vision of a church
displaying the manifold wisdom of God was delayed in itilfuént. The David age
of conflict had to come first.

The world has certainly moved into an age where knowledgénkeeased
beyond all imagination. In many ways also people aemtihan they were. By
comparison the people of God often look - and are -dooli

That is now to end. We have come to the time whka,3iolomon, we can
ask God for wisdom, and he will give it to us. Jesus wiae with the wisdom of
God. He wants to impart his wisdom to us.

What is wisdom and how does Jesus impart it? Wisdodesss and he
imparts it by impartindgnimself
Peace

Peace was not named among the blessings that God proBdk®mon in
his dream. However it was the meaning of his name. Swlom"Shlomo” in
Hebrew like the wordShalom- meanspeace,and it was clearly a feature of his
reign.

David had definitely been a man of war. At the end ofifesDavid said to
Solomon‘But this word of the LORD came to me: 'You have shed nhicbd and
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have fought many wars. You are not to build a house foNaime, because you
have shed much blood on the earth in my sight. But youhaile a son who will be
a man ofpeace andrest, and | will give him rest from all his enemies on mnvside.
His name will be Solomon, and | will grant Isr@ebce and quiet during his reign.’

The prophets Isaiah and Micah both saw a day when peopliel Vteat
their swords into ploughshares and their spears intomgumboks. Nation will not
take up sword against nation, nor will they train for amy more.’

The writer to the Hebrews saw the same realityhasfalfilment of the
Sabbath. He wrotéThere remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the peop(godf’ A
day is with the Lord as a thousand ye&rdays or 6000 years of Bible time are now
complete, and we are now entering the seventh day.

| believe there will be a day when wars will ceasd #re nations of the
world live at peace with each other. But more impolyatttere will be a day when
the people of God enter into their sabbath rest and,ncefsim their own works,
live and rest in the power of God.

| have written separately on this subject under theSabbath Rest.

Riches

Prosperity and wealth are the natural consequence obmisthd peace.
Wisdom is the foundation of prosperity, just as follylie foundation of poverty.
Without peace, however, there is not much prosperityr's\Weng poverty to most
people.

Solomon ruled over a large area, and many of the sudimyircountries
paid tribute to him. He became massively wealthy.F@omon, this wealth meant a
magnificent palace, large numbers of servants, quanttikvestock, food and drink
in abundance, and large amounts of gold, silver andqu®eatones. What is the
spiritual equivalent of this natural wealth?

His palace. Firstly then let us think about Solomon’s palace or hasstne
Hebrew language calls it. It was a huge structure measufio cubits (50 yards) by
50 cubits (25 yards) and was 30 cubits (45 ft) high. Altogeathieok 13 years to
build. What is a house? Perhaps we should ask the homigessplace where you
live, which is yours. It gives you security. It givesuyprotection from the weather.
It's a place where you can keep all your possessionyy.séfien a house is the
clearest indicator of someone’s prosperity.

Jesus told his disciples that he was going to prepaftaca (an abode) for
them. Later he told them that they must abide in Hm.is that placeHe is the
house. He is where we must live. He is our protedtiom the storms. Our spiritual
riches are safe only in himin him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.’'He is the great palace where we can live in progpanid abundance.
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His servants. Solomon also had large nhumbers of servants. What iis the
meaning for us? In Hebrews 1: 14 we redde not all angels ministering spirits
sent to serve those who will inherit salvatiokfom Genesis to Revelation the Bible
is full of the messages and activities of angels. Yet wfoss know very little about
them. Sometimes they were the mediators of revelatas with Daniel and John.
Sometimes they assisted the Israelites in battlme8mes they provided help in
time of need. They ministered to Jesus both in the wiédsr after his temptation
and in Gethsemane. They fed Elijah in his hour of neadl $peaks of a future time
when the people of God will judge angels. Perhaps they willthe spiritual
equivalent of Solomon’s multitude of human servants.

His animals. Besides servants Solomon had large numbers of animals,
especially horses. Animals can do excellent work, but thigirdifference from
humans (as seen in scripture) is that they lack the rpofvthought. Psalm 32: 9
says,'Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no rstdeding.’Solomon
by contrast, as we have seen, was full of wisdom aaldaim understanding heart. |
believe there will be a place in God's purposes fasghesho serve God with great
strength, but remain without spiritual wisdom and undedihg.

His provisons. Food and drink symbolise the word and spirit of God.
When God speaks, and we hear his voice, we are fedwdiid is the food that
nourishes us and makes us strong. His spirit is the thismemakes us happy. We
have certainly tasted the good word of God and drunk the @f his spirit, but the
coming feast will be a banquet that makes the prevess seem like plain bread
and water.

His treasures. Solomon’s treasuries were full of gold, silver andcpes
stones. Both the Bible and common speech associdtesriwith wisdom.'How
much better to get wisdom than gold, to choose understandihgr réthan
silver!” (Prov 16: 16). As quoted aboven Jesus are hidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledggCol 2: 3). We have seen already that wisdom was the gif
Solomon asked from God, and it was this gift that ledltthalothers.

Humanly speaking, wisdom and knowledge lead to wealth. kKaune of
business, law, medicine or computers can make people righlthNis then the key
to other possessions. The gold, silver and preciouestof the spiritual world are
wisdom, knowledge and understanding. Wisdom is precioudheadtiful and also
brings with it all other spiritual blessings.

Till now | believe we have lived in poverty. We haveyotdsted a small
portion of the immense wealth that our Father is wattingjve us.

1 Why the number 13? 13 in scripture is firstly thember of rebellion, sin and satan. Secondly this
number of atonement. It is on the basis of the etamt of Jesus for our sin that we become hew
creatures that can dwell in him.




